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10:30am, a Continental Breakfast at
the Country Club of Sioux Falls
located east of Kiwanis Avenue &
22nd. Pay Dee Gulson in advance.

Mary Ann Hofer: A Life of Service

by Dr. Doris Johnson

Dr. Doris Johnson has known Mary Ann Hofer since
1965 when they both taught at Robert Frost Elementary School when it opened. Mary Ann taught second
grade and Dr. Doris taught third. They were the Cadet
Center and supervised student teachers from the surrounding colleges.
Mary Ann attended a country school through eighth
grade. She attended Freeman High School, graduating
in 1955. Mary Ann is noted for her talent in music in
many areas. In high school she played the saxophone
and marimba and was in many singing groups.
After high school Mary Ann attended Freeman Junior College for two years and graduated from Huron
College in 1965. She received her Masters of Education degree from Augustana University (College) in
1977 with a Gifted Education Certification. She was
selected to be one of the three teachers to start the
Elementary Unique Learning Experience (EULE) Program. Mary Ann taught in the program for eighteen years. She really enjoyed the experience
and said, “It was a wonderful experience to share the joy and love of learning. It was easy for
the children to soak up all the information.” Mary Ann is friends with many of her students
still today. (Continued on Page 4.)

Anderson International Society Representative to
Mississippi State Convention
As the 2016-2018 NW Regional Director, one of Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson responsibilities
to the Society is to represent the International Administrative Board and International
President Carolyn Pittman at State Conventions. Anderson’s first assignment was to speak
in Jackson, MS for the Zeta State Convention. On March 30, 2017 Anderson was greeted
at the airport by Linda Hollingsworth, the incoming State President. With a sweet smile
and heavy southern accent, she said, “Are you Dr. Anderson? Welcome to Mississippi!”
Then she handed me a beautiful bouquet of three large red roses, one for each level of the
society, surrounded by baby’s breath. We hugged and walked to her colleague’s car waiting outside the airport door. Lynn Holliday, the State Treasurer was just (Continued on Page 2)
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Mu Meeting Dates
for Spring 2017
May 13 — 10:30am Continental Breakfast at The
Country Club of Sioux Falls.
Details to follow.
June 10 — One Day South
Dakota State DKG Convention held at Al’s Oasis near
Chamberlain. Contact Millie.
Sunday, June 25 – ALL
Available HANDS to Spearfish Holiday Inn Convention
Center by 9:00 AM to set up
the NW Regional Conference. We Need Your Help!
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Anderson International Society Representative

(Continued Page 1)

as warm and inviting in her greeting as her counterpart. We talked all the way to the Hilton. It was as if we DKG women had known one another forever. Once at the hotel the
three of us unloaded two cars full of items for the state convention. Hollingsworth commented that many more members also had cars full of convention material that would be
arriving soon. After the cars were unloaded, the three of us took time for a little break and
talked about the Convention. In two hours, seventeen members from across the State were
meeting for dinner at a seafood restaurant named Dragos that was next to the hotel. The
evening was delightful! The night was filled with laughter, tears, conversation, good food,
and picture taking! The magic of connection and bonds of friendship were formed that
evening and the Convention had not even begun yet. (Continued on Page 4.)

June 26-28— NW Tours/Preconference work shops.
June 28–July 1-NW Regional
-Spearfish Holiday Inn Convention Center. It begins at
4:00 P.M.

Attention!
Be watching for an email
in regard to another twohour work session for
clipping tags and adding
butterfly IDs to totes.

“What you pay
attention to grows.
If your attention is
attracted to
negative situations
and emotions,
then they will grow
in your awareness.”
― Deepak Chopra

Left to Right: Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson,
DKG Society Representative with Convention Chair Karen Rhodes of Mississippi.

Above—Left to Right: Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson
and Dr. Angie Quinn of Mississippi pose for a
picture after the Banquet. Angie and Rhonda are
Golden Gift Sisters from the Class of 2016. They
participated in the two week Leadership ManageLeft to Right: After the Zeta State Banquet on the last
night of the Convention, Mississippi State President
Tracey Crawford, Incoming State President Linda
Hollingsworth, and International Society Representative Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson pose for a picture.

ment Seminar that is held every other year during
the month of July on the campus of the University
of Texas at Austin at the Ma Combs School of
Business. The school is ranked in the top five of
business schools in the nation.
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March 7 Work Session at the Ronning Branch Library
Began at 5:00pm and Ended at 8:30pm – Dedication Plus!
*******Pictures by Elizabeth Wood********

FRIENDS AT
WORK!

PEACE
AND
GOOD
WILL

“Greatness is not
measured by what
a man or woman
accomplishes,
but by the
opposition
he or she has
overcome
to reach his goals.”
― Dorothy Height
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Tidbits and Things
For fun activities Cathy Anderson took a variety of OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) classes during the Winter Session. The topics varied from learning about different
cultures (Russian and Chinese), winter care of animals at the zoo, Sioux Falls law enforcement, Sioux Falls Issues, to a cooking class on winter soups. Cathy looks forward to
the spring session that begins soon.
Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson went to the Minnesota Institute of Art in Minneapolis along
with over 30 other members of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church to see the historical exhibit
of Martin Luther in honor of the 500 years since the Reformation.
Cathy Regas and husband bought a Glacier RV Explorer, which is an ice house, and a
camper. Last month Cathy went on her very first overnight ice fishing trip with her husband. They have already reserved two weekends in the beginning of the summer for
camping. This is a first in Cath’s life for ice fishing and for camping, but she said that she
would do it if she had a decent roof over her head with a few extras!
Glenyta Hanson, Jean Eidsness, and Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson enjoy some of their evenings volunteering as ushers for plays, Broadway musicals, Symphonies, community
concerts at the Washington Pavilion, a performing and fine arts center of Sioux Falls. Mu
and Theta Chapters helped raise $5,000.00 to fund the rebuilding of the old Washington
High School into the new Pavilion.
Dr. Janet Shelver was so glad to have both of her daughters home for a week in March.
Virginia, the oldest, lives in Switzerland and Nancy, her youngest, lives in Texas. Stan,
the middle born who lives in Arkansas, was not able to make it home. It felt good to
have family home.
Jane Leonhardt and her daughter Rachel recently flew to Charleston, SC where they
stayed in the historic district for five days. Jane and Rachel enjoyed a harbor cruise, tour
of Magnolia Plantation, and a horse drawn carriage tour as well as miles of walking. The
architecture, history, cuisine, beautiful flowers and trees were delightful.
Sue Kiner and her husband Bob visited family and friends in Florida. While there, they
had the privilege of watching a rocket blast off from Cape Canaveral, seeing the Atlantis
space shuttle at the Kennedy Space Center, going to a sea turtle rescue center and hospital, touring the Chihuly Glass Museum, and visiting the Martin Luther King Parsonage
and Museum in Montegomery, AL. It was an amazing trip.
Dr. Marilyn Carlson Aronson, an avid reader, has just finished three very interesting
books: Wingshooters by Nina Revoyr, The Swiss Spy by Alex Gerlis, and The Marriage of
Opposites by Alice Hoffman. Both she and her husband David love plays and musicals, so
in the last three weeks they have seen Death of A Salesman by Arthur Miller, And Then
They Came For Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank by James Still, and The Fantastic
Mr. Fox, a musical by Sam Holcroft. Their most relaxing moments will be a trip to the
Black Hills and Badlands the first week of April.
Jean Eidsness enjoyed ten days at Orrs Island, Maine, visiting son Mark and family in
February – just in time to enjoy their sixty inches of snow – great for snow angels, snow
shoeing and just appreciating the gorgeous ocean views on long walks around the island. Jean said, “It was a bit ironic that Sioux Falls friends were enjoying “golfing weather” while we were gone!”
Mu members: Deb Perkins Hicks, Dr. Marilyn Carlson Aronson, Dr. Deb Hout Johnson, and Dr. Rhonda R. Anderson meet with other National American University colleagues (retired and employed) once a month for lunch at the Paramount Room in Minerva’s to discuss life, family, and books. They always leave invigorated for the next meeting. Good food, great conversation, and solid friendships.

“Let no one ever
come to you without
leaving better and
happier. Be the living
expression of God's
kindness: kindness in
your face, kindness in
your eyes, kindness in
your smile.”
―Mother Teresa

“Kindness is in our
power, even when
fondness is not.”
― Samuel Johnson
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Mary Ann Hofer (Continued from Page 1.)
Faith, education, and music have been important in Mary Ann’s life. She still plays the marimba for many programs
around the area. She even played for a political rally for George MC Govern. Being blessed with a beautiful voice,
Mary Ann has been singing with the Sweet Adeline’s for 40 years. She received the SALLY Award (Sweet Adeline Leading Lady of the Year). Besides Sweet Adeline’s, Mary Ann sings in the Symphony Choir, church choir, and is a soloist
in many groups. Mary Ann enjoys gospel music. She has performed yearly at the Lennox Ebenezer Church for their
Gospel Music Fest. She has professionally recorded two CD’s of Gospel Music.
Mary Ann loves to travel. She has been to Europe seven times travelled to most of the United States including Alaska
and Hawaii. She sang in a choir in Great Britain and in cathedrals throughout Europe. She enjoys spending part of the
winter in Florida, Texas, and Arizona.
Mary Ann is very active in the Freeman Schmeckfest. Every year she makes cheese pockets for the celebration and
also helps where needed. When people attend the Schmeckfest, they enjoy a great opportunity to make connections
with people who celebrate German heritage through food, history, displays, crafts, arts, and other activities. The
homemade delights are available for purchase. Each evening culminates with a play that is put on by the locals.
Mary Ann is a faithful gardener and she is able to can anything. She enjoys entertaining with homemade food that
she prepares. At Christmas time she delivers 15-20 trays of goodies to a variety of people and places.
Besides blessing others with her cooking and baking, Mary Ann has also devoted her life to volunteering at the Banquet, Salvation Army, and the Union Gospel Mission. She is also helping with Retired Teachers and School Personnel
and was co-president of the organization for two years.
Mary Ann’s DKG membership has been important in her educational journey providing her with many educational
opportunities as well as friendships.
Thank you, Mary Ann, for sharing your gift of music and volunteering in the Sioux Falls community and surrounding areas.

Anderson International Society Representative
Friday morning, March 31, over thirty members
climbed aboard a bus to go the Barnett Reservoir
where we got on a large houseboat for a couple of
hours. There we had breakfast snacks, relaxed in the
dining area and listened to the ranger speak about the
history of the Reservoir. Following his presentation, we
went on the top deck to talk, view the sights, and enjoy
the beautiful sun shiny day. When we reached Pelican
Cove, a waterside restaurant, we all ate out side along
the water and enjoyed the fresh air. When everyone
was finished eating, we returned to the bus and headed
for the MS Craftsman Guild, a local artisan store filled
with fine Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas crafts, art,
pottery, clothing, paintings. We had 45 minutes to

(Continued from Page 2)

Shop, and then we needed to get back to the hotel to begin
the meeting portion of the convention. I was busy from the
beginning to the end of the Convention. During the course
of the Convention, I was invited to speak four times: a
greeting to the Chapter presidents, an update from the Int’l
President Carolyn Pittman and the Administrative Board, a
Breakout Session, and a keynote speaker for the Banquet. I
was treated with kind generosity and warm hospitality. So
many gifts were bestowed on me that I needed to send two
boxes home because items would not fit in my suitcase.
When it was time to return to SD, I realized that I had
made life long friends with some of the nearly 200 DKG
Mississippi members who attended the Convention. The
theme was We Can Do Magic in DKG! They certainly did!

Thoughtful Quote
“The marvelous richness of human experience would lose something of rewarding
joy if there were no limitations to overcome. The hilltop hour would not be half so
wonderful if there were no dark valleys to traverse.” ― Helen Keller
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April 4 Pictures of Mu Chapter Meeting by Elizabeth Wood – Jo Hausman Speaker

Jo Hausman of Brandon, SD
spoke about her challenges in life
and how her faith, family, and
perseverance made her stronger.
“We are stronger than we think
we are.”

