EEC Topics submitted from Chapters on:
SEE, Schools for Africa, Hot Topics, World Fellowship,
Chapter Programs

Thank you to the committee chairs who sent in reports with all of these wonderful ideas and programs
that your chapter implements. Some of these may overlap or repeat, given that they came from different
reports. We have some very busy chapters! Let’s keep up the great work for this next biennium.

SEE-

Alpha Lambda- mentoring

Rho- Books were donated for each classroom library at the local Head Start. Additional books were also
donated so each child would have books of their own to take home.

Alpha Upsilon- Members donated classroom materials and supplies to create five baskets for first year teachers.
The baskets were presented to new teacher in various schools from various counties, both public city and county
schools.

Alpha Alpha- Teaching a new teacher in our district easy, time-saving methods for various, required reports and
organizational tips we all had to learn in our careers (Gradekeeper, progress reports, restroom logs, etc. )
Sigma- Supplies donated and presented to six first year teachers from the area schools. The teachers were
present at the chapter meeting to receive the supplies. Each teacher received a bountiful basket of supplies.
Omega- Members brought classroom supplies or donated money to purchase supplies, which were put into
baskets and delivered to a new educator in each of the three Omega counties at the beginning of the school year.
Alpha Theta-mentoring of first year teacher’s through the program, SEE

Alpha Nu- members chose early career to mentor at their school through guidance of school procedures and
expectations. Motivational support was also provided when they felt overwhelmed.

Pi- offered experience and expertise as a resource to early career educators. 30 goody bags with a brochure
about Pi Chapter and Zeta State, candy, contact information sheet, and assorted teacher items were distributed
to early career educators in the 3 surrounding counties Pi serves.

Theta- mentoring new teachers and providing teacher supplies for them

Beta Alpha- hand written notes by mentors and a small gift from the chapter

Gamma- constructed and distributed a special WELCOME to LCSD 2013-2014 planner/calendar (inspirational
quotes, notes, etc.) to new teachers, which also includes information about DKG.

Alpha lota- ProsFirst was developed by a past chapter president in 2006, and it continues to evolve in each
biennium to meet the needs of first year teachers in West Point School District. They also work closely with the
district administrative team and provide support for new teachers, include professional development, social
gatherings, monthly visits, educational supplies and resources, regular email communication, and volunteer
support.

Eta- DKG members who are still actively teaching mentored new educators. They provided lesson plans and
classroom management, as well as provided a sounding board for the new educators’ problems and
brainstormed solutions with the new teachers.

Alpha Psi- a silent auction to raise money for our grant-in-aid recipient, who is a pre-service teacher; our
membership chair conducted a workshop on good teaching practices and common core for early career teachers
in our area; our chapter is inviting and sponsoring pre-service and early career teachers to attend the Northern
District meeting in March.

Alpha Delta- Marble Rutherford Grant-in-Aid Gift

lota- Tota’s Teacher Happies project had the greatest impact on our early career educators. This project gives
Happies (professional and personal items) to early career educators whenever they begin the school. The
wrapped gifts are presented as gifts. As a result, several early career educators have visited our chapter for
programs.

Alpha Kappa- they nominated many early career educators to become members of our chapter, which nurtures
and promotes a dialogue between members for guidance in classroom situations. One particular program from
MSU’s Research and Curriculum Unit presented professional ideas on how to best handle conflict conversations
which can so easily arise during parent/teacher conferences.



Delta- members write monthly notes, happies, and encouraging talks to new teachers in the district.
Alpha Sigma- the chapter members select a first year teacher (from nominees) to receive a gift basket of
classroom supplies. The recipient is invited to a meeting and is presented the basket.

Alpha Omega- helped the public library collect and distribute books to children at Christmas

Tau- Collected school supplies for the classroom of a first year teacher at Raymond Elementary.

Schools for Africa-

Alpha Lambda- funds collected at each chapter meeting and a presentation on the contents of the boxed
classroom.

Rho- Online Safari game was completed by each member

Alpha Upsilon- held a book sale fundraiser to raise funds for this project.

Omega- They invited a retired Bangladesh missionary to present a program on education for women and girls.
She stated that parents did not encourage their girls to seek further education.

Pi- they sponsor a bidding Christmas Bazaar to raise money for our Scholarship Fund. A White Elephant Sale
where all items MUST go!

Theta- had a presentation on different activities to raise awareness of the Africa project.

Alpha Chi- supported a raffle held during a chapter meeting and the chapter also made an initial monetary
donation. Updates were given through the chapter newsletter.

Gamma- guest speaker presented a program detailing her first hand account of her visit to Africa and her
experiences visiting schools there. Their “Schools for Africa Raffle” raised $2000 for the project.

Alpha lota- they invited a DKG chapter from TN to present their project called “Little Dresses for Africa”, and
invited members to donate pillowcases and notions in support of this outstanding project. They also hosted a
professor from MSU who presented her PowerPoint on her research work on Women in Poverty and HIV/AIDS
in Kenya.

Eta- held a Christmas auction to raise funds. Members brought one or two items for the auction. Tickets were
sold to raise money.

Alpha Psi- the chapter president informed the chapter about the nature of the project (also published in the
yearbook) and they took up a monetary donation.

Alpha Delta- Changing Lives One Dress at a Time- members from Alpha Lambda Chapter came and taught
members how to make dresses from pillowcases to be sent to school girls in Africa.

lota- the 1% VP of the chapter presented information on the Schools for Africa project. Brochures were
dispersed to members, and data and visuals were used to support her presentation. Our chapter used symbols of
Africa for decorations at their 2012 meetings. As part of the second chapter meeting of each year of this
biennium, a holiday auction was held to raise funds for three projects including Schools for Africa.

Alpha Kappa- Viewed a slide show about the Schools for Africa program at its opening biannual
meeting/recommitment ceremony to increase awareness of the project. Annual Souper Supper is a major
fundraiser for contributions for this project.

Delta- sent money through UNICEF

Alpha Phi- one of the programs was presented by a Missionary to Africa. She and her husband have a mission
called “The Disk Project.” They raise money to build school desks for schools in Ghana.

Tau- donated door prize at each meeting and the proceeds go towards the Schools for Africa Project.

Hot Topics-
Alpha Lambda- Human Trafficking

Rho- Common Core, MCT?2 tests, SATP tests

Alpha Upsilon- Legislation, Common Core, MStar

Alpha Alpha- teacher pay raises, merit pay, National Board Certification, Common Core State Standards and
controversy

Sigma- Common Core Curriculum, Interactive White Board use in the classrooms, Personal Retirement System
Legislation




Omega- Members made a donation to the WMU Foundation (in honor of retired missionary) to be sent to the
Education of Women in Bangladesh project.

Alpha Theta- Excel by 5 early childhood initiative that focuses on reaching children before they start to school,
especially Head Start programs and the push to get state funded K-4 classes.

Alpha Nu- Educational/legislative issues, membership/personal growth, and scholarship fundraiser

Pi- MStar evaluations, Dyslexia updates, Organ donations, Pearl High School Teacher Academy, current
Education bills, WorldCrafts, DKG Society structure, Leadership opportunities, and international affairs.
Theta- Legislative Breakfast at the local Community College

Beta Alpha- teacher pay raises, supporting new teachers, health and wellness of members

Gamma- Legislation, Heart Health, Dyslexia Law, Schools for Africa, Domestic Abuse, Arts in Education
Alpha lota- Get Savvy with Social Media! Making the most of your smart phones and tablets! Nancy Loome
and the Parents’ Campaign: Charter Schools

Eta- Legislative committee reported to the membership at every meeting. The committee representative
discussed current issues in Congress. Members were provided information on how to contact each Congressman
and were encouraged to call and email to reflect their wishes.

Alpha Psi- Common Core, school safety, school nutrition

Alpha Delta- Common Core presentation

Upsilon- MStar Teacher Evaluation, Technology in the classroom (IPad and IPod)

lota- Common Core standards versus MS Frameworks, Testing

Alpha Kappa- Express Yourself Program for the Disabled, Christian Women’s Job Corp, Local retail clothiers
showed our members how to easily increase our wardrobe and professional dress, Nutrition, Container
Gardening.

Delta- Technology in the classroom and scholarship awareness

Alpha Sigma- Technology in the Classroom, Laws Concerning Child Abuse and the Teacher’s Responsibilities
Alpha Phi- Senator Chassaniol will speak about the most recent legislative topics relating to education. There is
a bill in the legislature to combine the three school districts Winona Separate School District- Montgomery,
Carroll, and Winona School Districts. This is a hot topic right now.

Tau- Healthy eating program by a PBS producer about new “Edsaid.org” program

Chapters Promote World Fellowship by:
e Mentoring and providing gifts to the international scholarship students in Mississippi colleges
e Providing information about World Fellowship projects in newsletters and at regular meetings
e Giving each member a brochure on World Fellowship and having a member discuss it with the
group
e Devoting one chapter meeting each biennium to World Fellowship

Chapters_obtain contributions for World Fellowship by:
e An assessment with the dues
e Auctions
e Personal donations
e Games at meetings such as some amount for each year that you have taught or some amount
times your shoe size
e A certain amount for not wearing your pin to the meeting

Chapter Service Projects

Alpha Delta —The ladies made cash contributions to be donated to an area high school for lunch money
assistance for students. This money was taken to Independence High School and is being used for
students who need financial assistance. Students who struggle to pay for reduced and full-priced
breakfasts and lunches are the target group. The $125 donation has already had a huge impact. Since
regulations do not allow students to “charge” food costs, students would not be able to eat without the



availability of these funds. Equally important, this project saves the students the embarrassment of not
being able to eat due to a lack of money.

Alpha lota -Two Can Read” is a program Alpha Iota chapter implemented to get books in the hands of
all 3 and 4 year old children in our county. We go into all public and private preschool facilities and do
a blitz. We read a book to the students and give them a book, a flyer, and a milk chug. Students are
encouraged to collect change in their milk chug and take it to the library for a new book. The children’s
librarian helps us distribute the books. We fund this program through DKG members, School Business
Partnerships, School PTA’s and an auction.

Alpha Kappa — Each April, our chapter partners with the community of Starkville and MSU and we volunteer
to help facilitate the annual Cotton District Arts Festival to promote the arts in our area. Chapter members
volunteer their time and energy by serving in varieties of ways, such as registering vendors, setting up booths
for area artisans to promote and sell their creations, serving as guides at information booths, providing
refreshments at hospitality booths, assisting setting up or disassembling stages for musical performances and so
forth

Alpha Phi —Our chapter supported “The Desk Project” financially and with a program. This group, from our
local area, raises money to build school desks in Ghana.

Alpha Psi —Members brought in coats, scarves, and gloves for our December meeting. Personal Growth and
Services chairperson, Martha Kent and Alpha Psi member, Elizabeth Pullam delivered these items to Dr.
Howell who headed up the “Drive for Coats” in Tippah County. Also, books for children were distributed to
New Albany Internal Medicine and Pediatric Clinic and the New Albany Children’s Clinic.

Alpha Sigma —We decided to make our annual service project about promoting literacy. We supported the
Early Childhood Books program at our local hospital. The hospital distributes book to new mothers to
encourage them to read to their babies. Our members believe that providing books for children and their
mothers is an excellent way to introduce an interest in reading at an early age.

Eta—Our annual service project for 2013-2014 was to contribute items to the Tupelo School District ECEC
(Early Childhood Education Center). Due to recent state and national initiatives to promote Early Childhood
Education, our chapter elected to purchase iTunes cards to aid in expanding the technology education program
at ECEC. ITunes cards were purchased in $10 increments and we were able to provide one to each of the 16
teachers at ECEC.

lota - For this biennium, lota Chapter had two projects. The first one mentored early-career educators and the
second project supported reading and math literacy in area elementary schools. Both projects have addressed
significant areas of need in our chapter area.

Early—career educators were welcomed to the new school year in August/September of 2012 and 2013 with
Teacher Happy Gifts. These gifts were brought to the first and second chapter meetings of the year by members;
then dispersed to early-career educators in area schools, public, private, and parochial by lota members. Early-
career educators received a variety of items in the happy: copy paper, pens/pencils/colors, and other classroom
needs, gift cards, devotional books, or personal items such as bath salts and food items. In our area we had a
significant number of Teach for America educators, who are not only new educators but also new to the area.
The chapter received notes from these TFA’s expressing appreciation for the gifts. The chapter had invited
these educators to chapter programs.

Our “Books for Schools” project gave reading and math literature books to two area elementary schools. The
chapter designated the schools by a voting at the February meeting the past two years. All public, private, and
parochial schools were included in the voting, rotating between schools in the city and in the county. The school



librarian selected the books that were purchased by the chapter with funds raised at our chapter’s annual
Holiday Auction.

Upsilon —We provided books for school libraries in the counties where our chapters are located. We choose
one school in each county and provide money or purchase books to go in the school library. The books are
bought to provide a wide variety of choices for the students to read. Many times, the books are used in the
Accelerated Reader or Scholastic Reading Counts Program.

ALPHA CHI -We worked with Simpson County Christian Women Job Corps for one of our 2013-14 Chapter
Service Projects. We collected and donated lightly used and new women’s attire and accessories that would be
appropriate for job interviews and new jobs as they transition into the workforce. We also donated “blessing
bags” for students which contain personal hygiene products such as shampoo, toothpaste, facial products,
bodywash, etc. to Mrs. Jennifer Parker at Magee High School.

BETA - Beta Chapter has already participated in a Dr. Seuss reading activity at an elementary school in the
Clinton Public School District. In March, the chapter will again make dresses for girls in Africa. We did the
project last year, and it was so successful, we decided to do it again this year. This is in line with our Schools
for Africa project.

BETA ALPHA - We will put together a little gift for each first year teacher in our district. As veteran teachers,
we wanted to do something to let these new teachers know that they have our support. Members will deliver
these “happies” with an encouraging hand-written not for each new teacher to various schools within our school
district which have first year teachers. As this is something we will do in the next few months, we do not have
a photo of the project.

CHI —Our chapter donates yearly magazines to our local children’s shelter. We have been able to provide
many children with such magazines and project based materials as: Highlights, National Geographic for
Children and Ranger Rick.

Gamma-In an effort to welcome educators who are new to teaching and new to Lauderdale County School
District (LCSD), Gamma Chapter members constructed and distributed a special WELCOME TO LCSD 2013-
2014 planner calendar. The calendar includes a 1 page “Year at a Glance” calendar, attractive month pages for
notes and planning, and inspirational quotes. The planner also included information about The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International—complete with the 7 Purposes, Mission Statement, and contact information for
those interested in learning more about membership in Gamma Chapter.

Pi—Pi Chapter has chosen to support a local program this year for our project. The Rankin County Juvenile
Justice Center has a program called Project CHANCE (Community Helping Adolescents Navigate Challenging
Environments) which needs support. Project CHANCE provides treatment, individual and family counseling, in
conjunction with promoting accountability by requiring regular drug testing and meetings with the Court for
juveniles brought before the Youth Court on substance abuse-related charges. Project CHANCE supports
graduates of the program and guides them in opportunities to grow into responsible, productive members of the
community.

Though they were funded through a grant through the Mississippi Supreme Court they have needs that are not
being met. The project provides incentives that are earned by those in the program. These incentives were not
built into the grant. Funding has to be found to support this part of the program. Pi Chapter helped develop
funds for Project CHANCE. At our September, October and January meetings, Pi Chapter members were able
to purchase raffle tickets in a “silent” raffle. Raffle items are contributed by chapter members. Pi Chapter has
fundraised over $300 to date and has an additional fundraising opportunity before the end of the year. Our goal
for 2013-14 is match or exceed our last year’s monetary donation to Project CHANCE.



Tau —Our chapter has included service in our mentor project. We are mentoring a first year teacher at
Raymond Elementary School. We visited with the teacher, took her school supplies, and provided a check for
$100 for her to purchase additional supplies. Several members also assisted with a holiday party and the
chapter provided part of the refreshments.

Theta —Chapter members collecting books to be distributed to new parents at King’s Daughters Medical Center.
The books were collected at the December Meeting. Approximately 100 books were collected books were
delivered to the hospital and distributed by hospital personnel to new parents. $40 was donated to World
Fellowship Fund. To promote retention of early career educators, members donated school supplies that were
compiled in gift bags and delivered to teachers in the schools of Theta members. A chapter member donated
two hours each week to tutor at Doll House Ministries. The tutoring helped to prepare the young women for
taking the GED Exam.

Alpha Alpha —Alpha Alpha Chapter, one of the sister chapters which includes, Forrest, George, Greene, and
Perry counties, has chosen a priority service project to assist in purchasing playground equipment for a local
elementary school. An active member of our chapter, Jennifer Smith, teaches special education in the Oak
Grove School System. Her class of autistic students could benefit from playground equipment and Alpha Alpha
has chosen to assist Ms. Smith. Although the chapter has recently voted to take on this project, interest is
growing and through personal donations, chapter contributions, and future activities such as silent auctions, our
chapter will continue to assist these children and meet our goal.

Alpha Beta —We provide school supplies for the children at the local Domestic Abuse Center. At each meeting
we contribute supplies for the every- day needs of the people living at the center. Each member has a needs list
and will contribute what she feels she can. A member will contact the office and meet a representative at the
library with the supplies. We are not allowed to take pictures.

Alpha Gamma -The Alpha Gamma Service Project 2013-14 was held during the September 21 meeting. Mrs.
Ann McCullen, Director of Edwards Street Ministries, shared information on their activities and opportunities.
A video was presented highlighting their food pantry, the various service organizations who meet regularly at
their Fellowship Center, and ongoing volunteer work. Although the ministry began in order to serve tutoring
and recreational needs of community residents, future endeavors include expanding the

walking trail and providing medical and dental needs. Alpha Gamma members proudly contributed much
needed items for their Food Pantry which provides for more than 1,000 families each month.

Alpha Lambda —Members collected used eyeglasses and cases for donations to the Lions Club for use by those
who are in need. This project was in addition to our ongoing servicer to early career educators — one-on-one
mentoring, encouragement, etc.

Alpha Nu —Many of Alpha Nu members volunteered as proctors for the Common Core Test in local area
schools. Also, several members served as judges for the book fairs and local science fairs and the Region VI
Science Fair.

Alpha Omega —Project one: At Christmas our chapter worked with the public library to collect and distribute
books to children in our community. This will be an on-going project. Excess books will be distributed to
children at Easter. Project two: Our chapter has voted to mentor and support new teachers in our area. We
will offer support and provide notes of encouragement and baskets of supplies during stressful times of the year.

Alpha Omicron —-We collected items for the Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital in Jackson, Mississippi, our
state’s only children’s hospital. Each member donated toys, crayons, coloring books, books, educational games,
snacks, etc. Seven packed boxes were donated and delivered to the hospital. The project was done in
conjunction with a Blair El Batson Day at the park in Natchez.



Alpha Theta —~We donated items to the “Excel by 5” house. Books were donated for their library and culinary
supplies for the kitchen. “Excel by 5” is a community-based program designed for the overall well-being for
children by age 5. It sets forth a variety of standards involving parent participation, child care, and health to
help communities focus on young children and their families. The goal of this program is that all children are
prepared to learn when they start school at age five.

Alpha Upsilon —Every year our chapter collects teacher materials for new teachers in our districts represented
by our chapter members. This year we were able to create five new teacher baskets. Two

baskets were taken to West Elementary in Gulfport (a kindergarten and fourth grade teachers). One basket was
delivered to Hancock Vocational Career School and two to the Bay Waveland School District. We received
three thank you notes for the materials.

Delta—Delta participated in three (3) service projects for our local community: 1. Sent cards and small gifts to
new teachers. 2. Collected canned food for homeless shelter. 3. Conducted auction to raise monies for
scholarships.

Omega — Omega helped member, Pam Smith, with a project at Lawrence County High School. Ms. Smith has
organized an Art Club and Omega purchased art supplies for the students to use. Budget cuts took art out of
schools, so Omega applauds Pam’s efforts in the area of Art!

Psi Psi Chapter chose as our service project to collect books and totes for the local children’s shelter. Many of
these children leave home with very few belongings and nothing to carry them in but a plastic bag. Psi chapter
donated books, totes/bookbags to the shelter. Being away from home is disturbing for children and losing
themselves in a book for any period of time brings comfort and an escape from their problems if even for a few
minutes.

Rho —-BOOKS for PRESCHOOLERS - Members of Rho Chapter donated books for preschool students at
Franklin County Head Start Center. One-hundred paperback books were donated to the Center to be given to
individual students. Thirty hard cover books were donated to the classroom libraries at the Head Start Center.
TEACHERS 2 TEACHERS - Members of Rho Chapter donated teacher supplies to fill two baskets valued at
$40 each to give to two new teachers in the Franklin County School System. We donated a Wal-Mart gift card
as a door prize for the Convocation of the 2013-2014 School year of Franklin County School District.
SCHOOLS FOR AFRICA - Rho Chapter donated $100 to the Schools for Africa project.

Sigma- We members have participated in the following services this year: Members provided money to pay for
the GED test for students unable to pay for the test, after they had completed the program. Members also
provided money to help buy Christmas presents for children of battered women. Members collected food for
our local food bank. Members gave a back to school shower for new teachers in our area who are potential new
member.



