
Representing Mississippi at the 2026 Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International Convention in Aurora, Colorado 

This summer, Amy White (Eta), Amanda Young (Eta), Dr. Tiffany Ridgeway 

(Alpha Gamma), and Ashley Irvin (Alpha Iota) had the incredible opportunity to 

attend the Delta Kappa Gamma International Convention in Aurora, Colorado. 

Gathering with members from around the world was both inspiring and energizing, 

reminding us of the power of our shared mission to support the growth of women 

in education.  

Throughout the convention, we attended professional learning sessions that 

introduced innovative strategies, leadership development opportunities, and fresh 

ideas that we look forward to bringing back to our chapters and communities. Each 

session reinforced the importance of lifelong learning and the impact women 

educators have on shaping future generations. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of the convention, according to Ashley Irvin, 

was connecting with fellow members from across the United States and around the 

world. Hearing their stories, exchanging ideas, and celebrating the common 

commitment to women in education broadened her perspective and strengthened 

her appreciation for the global reach of Delta Kappa Gamma. 

Amanda Young, as a first-time attendee, said the DKG  International Convention 

was an unforgettable and inspiring experience.  She enjoyed getting to know her 

fellow MSO members on a deeper level, learning more about how the Society 

works behind the scenes, and having conversations with members from around the 

world.  All of these experiences reminded her just how connected and supportive 

the DKG community truly is. Amanda was honored to give the inspiration at one 

of the luncheon events.  

For Dr. Tiffany Ridgeway, the convention was a meaningful reminder that 

membership starts with her. She embraced the opportunity to strengthen existing 

relationships, welcome new connections, and serve as an ambassador for the 

society. Tiffany says that she connected with several ladies in her state and bonded 

with a member in a neighboring state who is already making travel plans to visit 

her chapter of Alpha Gamma in Hattiesburg. She truly enjoyed the connections, 



sisterhood, and networking opportunities, along with a renewed passion for the 

teaching profession, and she looks forward to celebrating member achievements. 

Throughout the convention, Tiffany was inspired by the spirit of collaboration, 

professional growth, and service that defines the society, and she feels encouraged, 

rejuvenated, and excited about bringing new ideas, fresh perspectives, and a 

renewed sense of purpose to her chapter and the educators she serves. 

Amy White had no idea what to expect when she decided to attend the Delta 

Kappa Gamma International Convention. However, this experience helped her 

discover how our purposes are living throughout the world, not just in her chapter 

and state. Becoming a member of DKG in 2020 helped Amy build a strong group 

of women educators that support, encourage and empower one another. While at 

convention Amy White was honored to receive 1 of 9 “NewBee” Prizes of $400! 

The highlight of the entire experience for Amy was to make a motion that was 

drafted with Ashley. The motion was to amend the definition of affiliate 

membership by removing the word “member” to read “Affiliates (as opposed to 

affiliate members) do not meet the qualifications of membership…” The 

amendment passed and will now be a part of the new International Bylaws. She 

was nervous, but being part of the process taught her to stand up for what she 

believes is right. 

As we return home, we do so with renewed enthusiasm, valuable resources, and 

meaningful connections. We are grateful for the opportunity to represent our 

chapters and Mississippi at the International Convention. 

The Delta Kappa Gamma International Convention was more than just a 

professional conference, it was a reminder that when women educators unite in 

purpose, we inspire one another to make a lasting difference in our schools, our 

communities, and the world. 

 

 


