Programs and Projects Ideas

Subject: DKG

o “History of Zeta Sate,” presented by Jean Ricks

Educator’s Book Award, New Ways to Engage Parents
“Benefits of Being a DKG Member,” presented by Linda Hollingsworth (2017-2019 Zeta State

President)
o “Honor Chapter Requirements,” presented by chapter members
o Virtual meeting showing DKG sites to familiarize members with how DKG touches the world
o Focus on chapter’s charter members; 50+ year member talked about how things were then

and how things have changed

o 50+ year members shared accomplishments and what education means to them



Subject: Education

o Current legislation, presented by Nancy Loome, Executive Director of The Parents’
Campaign

o “Education in MS (how we can aid and support kids),” presented by Rosemary Aultman,
Chairman of Mississippi Board of Education

o “How to infuse art in education,” presented by Cristen Barnard, a local artist

o Teacher programs at Mt. Vernon

o Hot topics, such as curriculum, funding, testing, etc.

o Tour of new elementary school; discussion of district changes

o “Technology in the Classroom,” presented by Dr. Carlena Benjamin

o Member presentation on Virtual Reality and using goggles to inspire and facilitate learning

o Strategies addressing social and emotional well-being of students

o Guest speaker who taught at a United Nations school in Vietnam

o Legislative meeting with several legislators, informing members and discussing
educational issues

o “English Language Learners,” presented by an ELL teacher

o Counselor’s Corner

Subject: Leadership

o Book study of How Successful Women Lead, by Barsh & Cranston

o “Leadership through Mastery Learning in the Classroom,” presented by Dr. Barry
Morris

o “Storybook Leadership,” presented by Dr. Angie Quinn

o Encouraging attendance at and providing money for members to attend professional

development opportunities



Other Subjects

o Excel by 5 and the Oktibbeha County Learning Cooperative; members can designate their state taxes
to go directly to this organization.
o Round-table discussion (pick a subject!)

o Update on Mt. Vernon changes

o Mississippi Bicentennial and History of Jefferson College

o Educational escape room

o A tase of South Africa

o Author presentation

o Eudora Welty museum tour

o Community speakers

o Local presentation from attorney about legal documents that women should have in place
o Auction at chapter social meeting

o Presentation from principal of Rawls Springs Attendance Center (Hattiesburg)
o Presentation from local teacher about innovative projects at her school

o Murder mystery dinner

o Self-care presentation

o Meeting at Petal High, with presentation from the CTE director, who explained how the
program differed from academic programs

o PERS Retirement System, presented by Dr. Randy McCoy

o Tech spotlight

o Visit from Representative Missy McGee, who shared information about upcoming bills in the
legislature

o Presentation from local task force leader about helping local families in need

o Historical tea party

o Presentation about literature

o Identity Theft

o Presentation from Sue Sorenson, who serves on Petal Task Force, about how the task force

helps families in need
o History and tour of Audubon Center
o Bread Making Demonstration
o Tour of Camp Kamassa, Crystal Springs
o Tour of MS Lift Resource Network Center (Various areas in the State)

o Professional Literature Review



Past Successful Personal Growth Programs

Subject: Arts & Crafts

o Flower-arranging class

o Wreath-making class

o Various types of poetry, presented by Aleta Sullivan; members then created their own

o Volunteer from Laurel Art Museum taught members how to create their own form of art

Subject: Health & Exercise

o Using essential oils to improve health; presented by representative of “Young Living”

o “Taking Care of Ourselves”—essential oils/diffusers were demonstrated, along with history
and uses

o “Chair Yoga,” presented by a local yoga instructor

o “Women’s Health,” presented by a nurse practitioner

o Nutrition

o “How to breathe correctly and relax via exercises,” presented by Sheree Lentz

o Tai Chi lesson (self-defense, flexibility, and how to use with kids) from a local
instructor

o Toxins in the home environment
o How to grow and use herbs in cooking and medicinally

o Genetics and advances in breast medicine with Dr. Clint Wall, Breast Health Center

Subject: Travel/Tours

o Tour of Master Gardener’s home gardens, including history and medicinal value of all
wildflowers

o Tour of Healthplex; personal trainer put members through flexion exercises, free weights,
and machines (also related to Health & Exercise)

o Entertaining and picturesque program of travel to Hawaii and Alaska

o On-site meeting in which owner of Strawberry Café demonstrated how to make
strawberries foster and gave everyone the recipe

o Tour of Marilyn Brock’s home in December, where 27 Christmas trees were displayed



Other Subjects

o Disaster preparedness for hurricane season

o Rethinking ourselves using the 5 attributes given in How Successful Women Lead
Past Successful Projects

Donations ($$9$)

o Contributed to DKG sisters in Southeast Louisiana disaster area

o Provided money for school supplies to 2 first-year teachers involved with the Reclaim Marks,
MS project

o Donated money to a married couple who teaches in the Houston, TX, area, whose school
was flooded due to Hurricane Harvey

o Raised over $200 for Mt. Vernon
o Money for Dolly Parton Imagination Library to a community’s sponsoring group

Donations (other)

o Collected books and educational toys for Family Education Center
o Happies and goodies delivered to assisted living facility

o Coats for Kids

o Christian Women’s Job Corps

o Collected school supplies for 3 Early - career Educators

o Pack-A-Purse - donated them to local DHS office

o Packed weekend food bags for kids bimonthly

o Donated books to area school library

o Donated books to UMMC

o Donated needed items to foster teens in the area

o Partnered with Louisiana chapter to provide school supplies for flood victims
o Replenished school supplies mid-year to an area school

o Filled bags with toiletries for children tornado victims

o Collaborated with Dignity Period to provide feminine hygiene products for young ladies
in middle/high school in 7 counties



o Member crocheted toboggans for 20 preschool students (Alpha Beta —
Mrs. Nancy Ratcliff)

o Adopted Rawls Springs Attendance Center and provided treats and goodies for
faculty and staff 3 times a year

o Donation of Christmas gifts to needy families
o Collected items for the Department of Human Services

o Chapter book drive for a first year ELA teacher; collected and delivered 150
children’s
books and a rocking chair for her reading center

o “Paint long” for Women’s Shelter”

o Collected items for the Department of Human Services

o Adopted local classroom to provide supplies and services

o First Readers Project

o Provided snacks to Miracle League special needs players after games

o Gave goody bags to Teacher Academy students, along with encouraging
letters/notes and happies to new teachers

o Placed Encouragement Jars in teachers’ lounges/workrooms
o New Employee welcome gifts, gift cards and bottles for CPC of Simpson County
o Chips for Children at St. Jude

o Collected and donated books to Kings Daughters Medical Center

Fundraisers

o Raised money to buy 20 bicycles for an elementary school in an area of poverty
o Raised money for scholarships for juniors or seniors
o Hosted scholarship auction; invited prospective members

o Sold $5 soup lunches at schools (for teachers) and used money for
scholarships and grants-in-aid

o Silent Auction for Schools for Africa
o Two Can Read (program for four-year-old children)

o ProsFirst — mentors new teachers in the school district and provides



professional development for 2 years

Sponsor of 5K race for Living for Tomorrow — a suicide
awareness/prevention organization at Mississippi State University

Chatterbugs — read books to four-year-old children at early childhood education
center

Volunteered to assist with Bac-Pac Ministry, providing food for weekend
meals for underprivileged children in the community

Sponsored a Trunk or Treat at local police station



