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Stepping Ahead in Leadership...
through Scholarship and Grant-in-Aid
The 2006 Amanda Lowther Scholarship is awarded to
Miss Betsy Sullivan of Pi Chapter. Betsy is working on
her Ph. D. in Science Education at the University of
Southern Mississippi. Betsy has been an active member
of Pi chapter, attending chapter meetings as well as
district meetings and state conventions. Having served
on many committees at both the chapter and state level,
she has shown her willingness to serve The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International. Betsy thanks the Society
for the trust placed in her through the award of the
Amanda Lowther Scholarship, and promises to continue
in her service of the Society.
Miss Amber King, nominated by Tau Chapter, was
named the 2006 Zeta State Grant-in-Aid recipient. A
former student at Hinds Community College, Raymond
Campus, and currently a student at the Mississippi
University for Women, Amber’s goal is to teach
Developmental English.
Amber’s desire to make a difference in students whom
she tutors is evidenced by the following quote from her
essay:
“…I found the experience of working with the
same struggling students every day-monitoring
their progress and celebrating their
achievements-to be inexpressibly rewarding.
Nothing compares to that feeling I get when I
can see that students finally understand a
concept I’ve (Cont. Grant-in-Aid, p. 4 )

Betsy Sullivan, Amanda Lowther Scholarship Recipient

Amber King, Grant-in-Aid Recipient
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Stepping Ahead…
in Leadership
by Lynn Holliday, President
Leaders among Leaders…….
THANK YOU for attending the Zeta
State District Meetings! Your support indicates a
renewed effort in making our organization stronger
and more viable.
Please allow me to praise the incoming chapter
officers. Your commitment to our state organization
and your chapter is to be commended. Time and
support in making the organization a successful
endeavor come from not only officers wanting to
further the goals and ideals of Zeta State but the
members, themselves. As members, please
encourage your chapter leaders by volunteering for
programs and supporting projects. As you well
know, our members are the backbone of our
organization.
Our 45 chapters grow only by members maintaining
and instilling positive attitudes toward new and
seasoned members. This can be done through
putting our best foot forward during meetings and
other endeavors of the organization. Members also
need to remember, that as leaders in Zeta State and
the education arena, when the time comes around
for officer election or committee assignments, you
should step up to the plate and volunteer to serve in
either capacity.
As a key educator, develop and improve your
leadership skills by attending meetings above the
chapter level. The LAMP Retreat is a key
component in learning new and important
information necessary to keep the membership
abreast of guidelines, information and ideas. This
Retreat is a wonderful opportunity for members to
learn from others and bond with members from your
chapter.
If you doubt your abilities in Delta Kappa Gamma,
ask yourself these questions: What does Leadership
mean? Am I a part of its realm? As key women
educators we should not have to ask ourselves those
questions. Use your skills and knowledge of our
great organization to enhance and provide avenues
that aid in gaining new member prospects and

Lynn Holliday, Zeta State President
mentors who can further our cause.
In closing, for those of you have been fortunate
enough to reap from the scholarship funds, please
consider contributing to that fund so that others will
benefit as well. The Scholarship Committee is
actively asking for donations to increase the available
funds so that applicants can continue to receive
scholarship funds. Chapter or individual
contributions would be greatly appreciated. Please
send any gifts to our treasurer, Sarah Smith.
This fall as we begin our State Committee meetings,
we will meet in a new location. The Auxiliary
Services Facility at Hinds Community College –
Raymond Campus will provide us with office and
meeting space, internet and phone access.
Remember our goal is to have at least 175 members
at the LAMP Retreat. Be a part of the elite and learn
more about this great organization and what it stands
for!
See you there!

Please don’t forget!
We are asking for $5.00 chapter donations.
This will allow us to purchase toiletries
which will be given at the Southeast Region
Breakfast at the International Convention for
the Battered Ladies Center in California.
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Leadership exemplified through
chapter publication
Jeanette F. Reinike
1st Vice President
Faces were beaming with pride as thirty chapters
received recognition for their outstanding yearbooks
during the 2006 spring district meetings. Certificates
were presented to all chapters submitting yearbooks by
the December 15, 2005, deadline and scoring a perfect
100 on the yearbook checklist. Zeta State 1st Vice
President Jeanette Reinike recognized the Northern
District chapters, Becky Rhinehart acknowledged the
Southern District chapters, and Sharon Wheeler
honored the Central District chapters. Becky and
Sharon made these presentations as Zeta State Program
of Work Committee members. Thank you, ladies!
The following Zeta State chapters received yearbooks
certificates:
NORTHERN DISTRICT
Alpha
Iota
Kappa
Upsilon
Phi
Alpha Delta
Alpha Epsilon
Alpha Iota
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sigma
Alpha Psi

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
Delta
Zeta
Sigma
Omega
Alpha Alpha
Alpha Gamma
Alpha Theta
Alpha Lambda
Alpha Omicron
Alpha Upsilon

CENTRAL DISTRICT
Beta
Gamma
Theta
Lambda
Pi
Tau
Alpha Zeta
Alpha Chi
Beta Alpha
Revisions have been made in the 2006 yearbook
checklist, so all newly elected chapter Program of Work
Committee Chairmen and/or chapter yearbook
chairmen are urged to attend the LAMP Retreat to be
held at Lake Tiak O’Khata June 19 and 20. The Zeta
State Program of Work Committee’s goal is to ensure
that all members who attend our workshops return to

their respective chapters with new planning strategies
and concrete program ideas well in place. Sessions will
include information on the new yearbook checklist,
insight into achieving Honor Chapter status using
outstanding programs, specific team planning strategies,
and successful programs that work. We believe that
every Zeta State chapter has elected officers who want to
be the most dedicated and enthusiastic leaders possible.
See everyone at the LAMP Retreat!

Our Honor Chapter Leaders...
The following chapters were recognized at the
District Meetings for meeting the honor chapter
criteria as set forth by the Leadership Development
Committee:
Northern District
Upsilon
Alpha Delta
Alpha Kappa
Iota
Kappa
Phi

Honor
Honor
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Central District
Xi
Pi
Tau
Beta
Gamma
Omicron

Honor
Honor
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention

Southern District
Delta
Alpha Upsilon
Alpha Lambda
Alpha Gamma
Alpha Omicron
Alpha Theta
Alpha Psi
Sigma
Omega
Rho
Alpha Alpha
Alpha Omega

Honor
Honor
Honor
Honor
Honor
Honor
Honor
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention
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Dollars for Scholars
by Karla Smith
Delta Kappa Gam ma S ociety International

The Zeta State Scholarship Committee has
launched a fund-raising campaign entitled,
“Dollars for Scholars,” for the 2005-2007
biennium in order to replenish scholarship funds
for the Clytee Evans and Amanda Lowther
scholarships. By endowing scholarship
opportunities for our state members, we fulfill
one of the seven purposes of Delta Kappa
Gamma. The educational opportunities
afforded by Zeta State scholarships enrich the
lives not only of the recipients, but also of
others in the recipient’s educational setting.
The higher degrees achieved through the use of
these funds also allow our members to pursue
various educational leadership opportunities as
well.

Zeta State Scholarship Donation Form
for the Amanda Lowther and Clytee Evans scholarships
Do nor ’s
N a m e _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _
A d dr e ss _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _
_
C it y _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ S ta t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
T e le p ho ne _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E m a il __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
If th e do nat ion is be ing m ade “in h ono r of ” or “in
memory of,” please complete the following.
In Honor of
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _
In me mory of
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _
If notification of donation is requested, please
com plete t he follow ing.
Send notification to:

The Scholarship Committee recently
collected donations at the Central and Southern
District meetings. At the Southern District,
$331.00 was collected, and at the Central
District, $266.00 was collected. The committee
was unable to collect donations at the Northern
District. Members may continue to make
donations to the Scholarship Fund either “In
Memory of” or “In honor of” Zeta State
Members, chapters, and/or loved ones by
sending contributions and the Scholarship
Donation form to Zeta State Treasurer Sarah
Smith. These special recognition donations will
also be displayed by the scholarship committee
at the state convention next year.
The Scholarship Committee would like to
invite Zeta State chapters to join this fundraising endeavor. Chapter fund-raising ideas
that can be used for this worthy cause have
been emailed to chapter presidents. If
additional copies are needed, please email your
request to Karla Smith at
kssmith61@yahoo.com. Those chapters that
participate in this campaign will be recognized
at the state convention next spring. The Delta
Kappa Gamma Society International’s legacy of
affording scholarship opportunities will continue
with our participation in this fund-raising
campaign.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _
__
Make checks payable to the following:
Zeta S tate Scholarship Fund
Send donat ion to th e follow ing addr ess:
Miss Sarah Smith

(Grant-in-Aid, from page 1)
been teaching. Something unexplainable happens,
everything comes together, and that light of
comprehension shows all over their faces. The
frustration is gone. They have succeeded in an area
where they felt like failures, and they begin to
experience hope: maybe they can survive English
after all.”
Amber is a William Winter and Phi Theta Kappa Scholar
whose work in tutoring for the Social Sciences
Department at Hinds formed the core of a very successful
peer-tutoring program for the college. As the Regional
President for the MS/LA Region of Phi Theta Kappa and
editor of the Kappa Chronicle, Amber garnered several
Hallmark Awards at the Phi Theta Kappa International
Convention.
The 2006 Zeta State Grant-in-Aid was given in memory
of Bertha Fritzsche, a well-loved professor of Home
Economics at the University of Southern Mississippi.

5

Zeta Data

This gift, honoring an educator who influenced many
young women during her tenure, paves the way for
Amber, a future educator, promising leader, and
standout in a field of many outstanding candidates
nominated by chapters throughout Mississippi, to
continue her education and brings positive recognition
to her efforts in educating others. Congratulations
Amber!
District Meetings Report
from Karen Rhodes, 2nd Vice President
Approximately 249 members in the Northern, Central,
and Southern Disctricts participated in the 2006 District
Meetings and attended workshops that covered
everything from Senior Adult issues of Prescription
Drugs and Retirement to Current Trends in Education.
Mentoring is one of Zeta State’s major foci this
biennium, and Dr. Sharon Enzor’s presentations
enabled chapters and members to begin to look at
mentoring for their incoming members and new
teachers in their schools/communities. Certificates were
presented for Yearbook, Red Rose, Scholarship,
Newsletters and Honor Chapter. A special thanks to our
District Directors and Assistant Directors for their
commitment to arranging and conducting a quality
program. If your chapter was not represented, don’t
miss the opportunity to grow and develop both
professionally and personally as women educators and
attend a meeting outside your chapter. Once you do
you’ll not want to miss the opportunity to “unite with
women educators in a genuine spiritual fellowship.”
Leading through Legislation...
By Beth Herring
The Zeta State Legislative Committee held its 2006
Legislative Day on Tuesday, March 14 in the Rotunda
of the New Capitol with the theme “An Apple for a
Legislator.” Members from across the state greeted the
legislators with an apple and a “thank you” for all the
work done for the school children of our state. Zeta
State members then visited the House of Representatives
where they were personally introduced by
Representative Sherry Hillman-Lane to the chamber.
As key women in education, Zeta State members
actively advocated for women, children and education.
The personal recognition that results from visiting and
discussing with legislators issues important to members
helps greatly in future communications. Letters and
calls made to legislators in the future will be an
extension of that relationship created from Zeta State
Legislative Day. Working together Zeta State members
can make a difference in the future of education.
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Leadership though Executive Board Action
by Linda Lightsey
The regular meeting of the Zeta State Executive
Board was held on Saturday, February 18, 2006, in
the Thames Conference Center on the CopiahLincoln Community College Campus.
Despite inclement weather, a quorum was present,
and the Executive Board approved the following:
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The acceptance of the revised budget for
the 2005-2007. (Finance Committee)
The transfer of excess monies from the 2005
Zeta State Convention to the state grant-in-aid
fund. (Finance Committee)
The funding for the Amanda Lowther
Scholarship in the amount of $2,000.00.
(Finance Committee) and the Zeta State Grantin-Aid in the amount of $500.00. (Finance
Committee)
The rewording of the Red Rose Award
Guidelines to read “The recipient shall be a
non-member of The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International.” (Share the Future
Committee)
The relocation of Zeta State Headquarters
to the Hinds Community College Campus at
Raymond as soon as feasible. (Share the
Future Committee)
The granting of the Amanda Lowther
Scholarship in the amount of $2,000.00.
(Scholarship Committee)
The granting of the Zeta State Grant-in-Aid in
the amount of $500.00. (Professional Affairs
Committee)
The changing of the time frame of the document
The History of Zeta State: 1994-2004 be
changed to coincide with the biennium dates of
Zeta State. (History of Zeta State Committee)
A donation not to exceed $25.00 for a gift for
outgoing International President Jacklynn
Cuppy

•

The dissolution of Epsilon Chapter

•

Jean Ricks, chairman of the ad hoc Emergency
Fund Committee reported that International had
waived the International dues of six Zeta State
chapters and granted Emergency Fund
assistance ($500.00) to ninety-six members of
Zeta State. Zeta State granted assistance
($150.00) from the state Emergency Fund to
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ninety-six members. Additionally she reported
that the Emergency Fund Assistance Request
Form developed by Zeta State President Lynn
Holliday was so well done that International
requested permission to use it.
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district meeting, you can pick up the packet at the LAMP
retreat in June.
We would like to see all chapters represented at the
retreat. Each chapter will receive something special for
their music chairman!
See you at LAMP!

Leading through Community Recognition
Newsletter Awards for Zeta State chapters
by Sylvia Gambill

by Carol Rigby

The Communications Committee presented Newsletter
Awards to chapters at each of the district meetings in
the month of March. These chapters submitted a
minimum of two newsletters to the committee chairman
during the past year.

The Share the Future Committee presented certificates to
eleven chapters for selecting and recognizing with the
Red Rose Award a woman who has made a significant
contribution to education in the chapter’s community.

Receiving the award at the March 5, 2006 Northern
District meeting held at Northeast Community College
in Booneville were Eta, Iota, Alpha Delta and Alpha
Iota.
The Southern District meeting held on March 18, 2006,
saw Omega, Alpha Gamma, Alpha Lambda and Alpha
Upsilon receiving awards at Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College in Perkinston.
Theta, Omicron, Pi and Tau chapters received awards at
the Central District meeting held on March 25, 2006 at
Northpark Church in Meridian.
All chapters are encouraged to develop a newsletter to
inform members of upcoming events, present a message
from the chapter president, share news within the
chapter and highlight members’ accomplishments. The
Communications Committee will be developing criteria
to share with chapters who would like assistance in
creating a newsletter.
Awards will be given at the Zeta State Convention in
Jackson for the upcoming year. All chapters are
encouraged to send two copies by mail to Sylvia
Gambill, 8431 Northeast Pines Drive, Meridian, MS,
39305, or by email at sylviagambill@hotmail.com.

Leading through Music...
By Linda Hollingsworth
The Zeta Music Committee presented CD music packets
to all chapters represented at the 2006 district meetings.
It is our hopes that chapters will be able to have our
traditional songs at their meetings.
If your chapter was not able to be represented at your

Prior guidelines allowed the Red Rose Award to be given
to a Delta Kappa Gamma member or to a woman that
was a not a Society member. Chapters that made awards
and submitted the proper documentation to the Share the
Future committee chairman from March 1, 2005 –
February 1, 2006 were recognized at the three district
meetings.
Chapter
Theta
Delta
Alpha Omega
Alpha Gamma
Tau
Omega
Alpha Omicron
Alpha Psi
Nu
Beta Alpha
Kappa

Recipient
Member/Non-Member
Gerry Daughdrill
Member
Gwen Hitt
Member
Dal Murray
Member
Julia Kelley & Patty Hall Non-Member
Jane Bailey
Member
Sheila Conerly
Non-Member
Kate O. Cole
Non-Member
Imogen Hardon
Member
Betty Lindsay
Member
Charlotte Seals
Non-Member
Sandra Grisham
Member

The guidelines for the Red Rose Award may be found
online and in the new chapter president’s notebooks.
Note that the new guidelines were approved at the
February 2006 Executive Board. It is recommended that
a chapter make a Red Rose Award once each year, but for
honor chapter status it will be recommended to require
the award for each biennium. Those women leaders are
in your community, and this is an excellent opportunity
for the society to show them that we have noticed their
interest in education. These ladies may be in any
profession.
Our Share the Future committee would like to thank each
of you that graciously contributed to the Share the Future
contribution opportunity at the three district meetings. A
total of $1211 was raised to fund our headquarters
expenses. Remember, we will be moving to our new
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headquarters location sometime in May or June. We
believe that this facility will serve our society needs
well.
Hope to see all of you at Lake Tiak O’Khata for the
LAMP session.

Leading through the Lives They Lived...
At each of the three district meetings, the memories of
Zeta State members who passed away within the last
year were honored. Examples of what our Society
represents, these key women educators enriched the
lives of those with whom they taught and those with
whom they worked.
During the Moment of Memory, a white candle was
lighted for each of the following: Gladyce Bush, Alpha
Zeta; Nina Culpepper, Lambda; Robbie Currie, Tau;
Martha Daffrin, Alpha; Etta Taylor Few, Alpha Kappa;
Hermine J. Ford, Zeta; Faye Jordan, Nu; Mary T. Lane,
Lambda; Elizabeth Newsome, Phi; Annie Segrest, Chi;
Louise Wallace, Eta; Willie Faye White, Alpha Theta.
May we keep their memories alive by continuing their
work.

Zeta State History and Finance Committees
are seeking information about the burial places of the
founders. Listed below are those for whom this
information is needed along with their birthplaces, work
locations, and end-of-life communities since one of
those is a likely burial spot. If you have information
about any of these, please send that information to Sara
Hardin, History Committee Chair, at
wvh_sara@bellsouth.net or 3618Bellview; Moss Point,
MS 39563-2603 and to Faye Barham at
Frog_lady831@bellsouth.net or 119 Oakridge Trail;
Flowood, MS 39232.
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Founders
Mrs. Edna Simmons Campbell: Born in Pike
County; worked in Pike and surrounding counties, Hinds
County, Virginia State Teachers College, and Wilson
Teachers College in Washington DC; died in
Tallahassee, FL.
Miss Oline Coffee: Born in Selma, AL but lived
in Tupelo most of her young life; worked in Mooreville,
Columbus, Belzoni, and Okolona before returning to
Tupelo; died in Tupelo as a member of First Methodist
Church.
Miss Annie Mary Covington: Born in College
Grove, TN; worked in Lee County, Tennessee, and
Memphis State College; death and burial place is
unknown.
Miss Ella May Cresswell: Born near Belzoni;
worked in Oxford, Meridian and Hamilton, AL as a
teacher and in Washington, Sunflower, and Leflore
counties and for twenty-six years as state home
demonstration agent; died in Belzoni.
Dr. Clytee R. Evans: Born in Houston; worked
in Mississippi State College for Women; was buried in
Houston – needed is the name of the cemetery.
Dr. Georgia Lee Tatum Hoskin: Born in Blue
Springs, MO; worked at Delta State Teachers College;
died in Blue Springs, MO.
Miss Laura Lester: Born in Jackson; worked in
Jackson; died in Jackson on May 12, 1944.
Mrs. Laura T. Martin: Born in Grenada, moved
to West Point at two years old; worked in music
education in Clarksdale and the University of
Mississippi; died in Biloxi on February 14, 1964.
Miss Elaine Massey: Born in Birmingham,
moved to Meridian as a child; taught in Camden, MS
and Pelican, LA before becoming a home demonstration
agent in Neshoba and Tallahatchie Counties and later
South Mississippi District; died on March 9, 1957, place
unknown.
Dr. Belvidera Parkinson: Born in Albemarle,
NC; worked in North and South Carolina, Furman
University, and as director of research for the Alabama
Education Association; lived in Columbus when selected
as an honorary state founder, died on December 25, 1979
– perhaps in Columbus.
Miss Hallie Mary Prather: Born in Franklin
County; worked in Arkansas, Georgia, Tennessee,
Michigan, North Carolina as home demonstration agent
and several high schools in Mississippi; retired in
Brookhaven.
Mrs. Lena Mary Allison Taggart: Born in El
Reno, OK; worked in Hinds County Department of
Education and Monrovia, CA; retired in Oklahoma.
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Zeta State Officers
President: Lynn Holliday
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Northern District Director:
Linda Norwood

Southern District Director:
Sharon Blackwell

2nd Vice President: Karen Rhodes

Asst. Northern District Director:
Betty Williams

Asst. Southern District Director:
Suzanne Guthrie

Recording Secretary:
Linda Lightsey

Central District Director:
Teri Edwards

Executive Secretary:
Dorothy Rieves

Corresponding Secretary:
Karen Fayard

Asst. Central District Director:
Nan James

Zeta Data Editor:
Aleta Sullivan
aleta@peoplepc.com

1st Vice President: Jeanette Reinike

Treasurer: Sarah Smith

Please send all address corrections to
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International,
or visit the website at:
www. deltakappagamma.org

Aleta Sullivan
ZETA DATA Editor
1253 SCR 52
Raleigh, MS 39153

