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ADAPT: Forward Moving Ever! 

We’re having Convention! 
Come via Zoom. 
Come stay in a room. 

Choose your own way; 
Just don’t miss this day! 
 
The MSO Team is thrilled to announce our plans for the first-ever, hybrid Convention!  We 
want all members to participate in our activities in a manner that makes you feel safe.  The reg-

istration form is on page 2 of this newsletter, and the following events will be streamed live to 
accommodate virtual attendees: 
 
Executive Board Meeting 
General Session 

Workshops :  
  * International Guest– Nita Scott, DKGSI Executive Secretary (see p. 3): So-
ciety Update and Roundtable Discussion 
  * Membership Committee: “Members as Leaders: It’s All About You” 
  * Edye Hambelton &   Lindsey Winn, Beta Alpha Chapter: “Tips and Re-

sources for Embracing the Technology Era” 
Celebration of Recognitions, Officer Installation, and Celebration of Life 

 
Make plans now to join us!   

President’s Message …  
Joanna Alston, MSO President  

In-person attendees, you have the opportunity to join Aleta Sullivan, Delta Chapter, for 

everyone’s favorite– a make-and-take! “Doodling Grannies and Itty Bitty Books” will be 

available to 20 participants, first-come, first-served. Come join in the fun! (This session will 

not be streamed via Zoom.) 
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Nita R. Scott joined DKG International Society Headquarters in August of 2011 – 
serving first as membership director and now as executive director. Scott, an experi-
enced educator, taught secondary mathematics and business in Tennessee and Arkan-
sas before moving to Texas to work with DKG. During her career in education, she 
chaired continuous improvement/accreditation teams in two states and worked with the 
Tennessee State Department of Education as a presenter and instructor, as well as co-
chair of the Standards Revision Team for Algebra I.   
 
Inducted in 2005 as a member of DKG, Scott has served her Tennessee chapter as 
president and as the strategic action committee chair. At the state organization level in 
Tennessee, she was a member of the membership committee and served as financial 

advisor to the convention steering committee. During her membership, she has conducted workshops at 
state organization, regional and international conventions and presented as Keynote speaker and panelist 
in a variety of sessions. As a member in Texas, she has served on the state organization leadership seminar 
and membership committees.  

 
 With a Bachelor of Business Administration (marketing and management) and a Master of Science in Ed-

ucation with a concentration in Educational Leadership, Scott often uses data as a tool to enable Society 
leadership in marketing the Society and building membership. Scott, as a Certified Association Executive 
(CAE), provides Society leaders with insight regarding best practices for non-profit association govern-
ance. As corporate secretary-treasurer, Scott is a member of the International Administrative Board, DKG 
Supporting Corporation Board, and the DKG Educational Foundation Board of Trustees. She also serves 
as liaison for the Editorial Board as well as the International Leadership Development, Constitution, and 
Holden Fund Committees. In addition, she manages the 18 member headquarters staff and oversees Socie-
ty operations. 

 
 Scott is also a member of the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) and the Texas Society 

of Association Executives (TSAE).  In addition to attending conferences and seminars, she has worked 
with TSAE as a volunteer mentor for TSAE Leadership, panelist for Learn@Lunch sessions, instructor for 
CAE Study Courses, and has served on task forces for conference planning and for the association maga-
zine. Scott is currently serving a three year term as a member of the TSAE Board of Directors. 

 
 Scott and husband, James, live in the countryside outside of Austin with six horses, three dogs, and a 

small herd of cattle.  They enjoy raising quarter horses and participating in rodeo.  

Nita R. Scott, CAE– DKG Executive Director ...  

       MSO Convention Speaker 



Thank You!  Lynn Holliday, Headquarters Comm. Chair 
As always, our officers, state committees, chapters and members came together 
when participating in the annual “Hidden Treasures” Project that the Headquarters 
Committee participates in with the Central Baptist Church members.  We had over 
$300.00 in donations so that shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deter-
gent, paper towels, toilet paper, socks, deodorant, bath soap, as well as monthly 
personal items could be bought.  Thank you so much for your concern and giving 
to this halfway house so that ladies have some essentials when they come to this 
facility. 

Bylaws & Standing Rules Committee… Eva Guice 
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Cancellation of Pre-Convention Seminar…  

        Chris Wall, Prof. Affairs, Rep.  

Plans for our Professional Affairs seminar scheduled for Friday, April 16, have been cancelled.  We would 
encourage those of you who plan to attend the state convention on Saturday, April 17, to come on Friday and 
visit the new and exciting Mississippi Aquarium. It’s fabulous and would be a very delightful experience. Vis-
it online at www.msaquarium.org for specific details. 

The Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee has accepted and approved eight proposed amendments to the 
MSO Bylaws.  These will be presented to the Executive Board and the members at the MSO State Convention 
in April.  The proposed amendments with rationale for changes are on pages 5 & 6.   

The Committee presented a workshop on Chapter Rules at the Central District Meeting and at the Chapter 
Leader’s Retreat. The committee has reviewed twenty-three chapters' rules, and twenty-three chapters' rules 
have been approved by the committee.   

Traditionally, on the Friday prior to the Mississippi State Organization (MSO) Convention, the Leadership 
Development Committee (LDC) has held a Chapter Presidents' Update to connect with chapter presidents 
and discuss opportunities and changes happening within Leadership Development activities. As we have 
heard more than once since December 2019, this is a unique year. The Chapter Presidents' Update will be 
held virtually this biennium. A date is not set at this time, but the LDC plans to host this activity prior to the 
MSO Convention. The LDC will meet on February 15, 2021, to plan this event. You will receive more infor-
mation after that date. 

In the meantime, keep healthy, keep happy, keep that mask on in public and wash your hands often. 

Convention Update from the Leadership Develop-
ment Committee… Betsy Sullivan, LDC Chair 



Bylaws Proposals… Linda Lightsey, Bylaws & Standing Rules  
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Greetings, DKG sisters! I was so looking forward to leading our MSO Choir again at convention. Howev-
er, out of caution, we will not have a choir this year. 

Hopefully this dreaded virus will be eradicated by our next convention, and we can sing our hearts out! We 
are working on creative ways to have music in April, and I hope you will all join in!   

Choir Update... Kim Gregory, Music Rep. 

2021 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

SAN ANTONIO, TX | July 21-24, 2021 

Howdy Y'all! 

Annie Webb Blanton had a vision for our Society, and it will come alive at the San Antonio, Texas Interna-
tional Conference July 21-24, 2021! President Becky Sadowski invites us to celebrate the DKG: Opportunities 
• Contributions • Impact our members have realized because of their membership in the organization. The San 
Antonio Marriott River Center Hotel, situated on the vibrant River Walk in downtown San Antonio, TX, of-
fers stunning views of either downtown San Antonio or the picturesque River Walk. The conference features 
engaging and real-world speakers, informative and timely workshops and short presentations, exhibits and 
vendors. San Antonio is a destination for many and here is a sample of sites for you to visit while you are 
there. Indulge in shopping at the El Mercado/Market Square, relive the history of the Alamo, enjoy the beauty 
of the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, visit the oldest religious community in the state of Tex-
as at the San Fernando De Bexar Cathedral, and be 
sure to plan a trip to the McNay Art Museum, 
which specializes in 19th and 20th century Europe-
an and American art. Everything is bigger in Texas 
and this conference is no exception! 

Make your HOTEL reservations: 

San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter 
101 Bowie Street, San Antonio, TX 78205, USA   

Phone:+1 210-223-1000. Fax:+1 210-223-6239. 
Toll-free:+1 800-648-4462.  

You can sign up to be a VENDOR, VOLUN-

TEER, or join the CHORUS all on the dkg.org 

website!  

You can also reserve for your hotel room now! Infor-

mation below: 

Conference Registration will open February 22nd! 
Be checking the dkg.org website for this infor-
mation.  
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Mississippi State Organization Officer Nominees 2021-2023 
Nominee for Mississippi State Organization President — Janice Garrett, Eta 

Being invited to join Delta Kappa Gamma International in 2003 was such a positive point 

for me. I had always considered myself as a team player, but my fellow educators who 

were already members were all outstanding teachers and administrators. To be considered 

for membership was an honor in itself! Little did I know that by joining DKG I would be 

provided so many opportunities for growth and leadership, personally and professionally. 

My world was opened to many new experiences and to many wonderful people. DKG paved the way for me 

to stretch myself professionally by taking on leadership roles on both the local chapter and the state level.  

DKG truly provided a place to not only attend meetings, but also to participate fully on every level, to meet 

and interact, and to grow professionally. Membership in DKG International is truly the gift that keeps on giv-

ing! 

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization First Vice President — Debby Renfroe, Alpha Xi 

What an honor to be nominated to serve as our State Organization’s First Vice President! 

I’ve loved being part of Delta Kappa Gamma since my induction in fall of 1992, Alpha Xi 

Chapter. During these many years I’ve had opportunities to lead at the local, district, and 

state levels as well as attend at least 15-20 international conferences and conventions. Over 

the years I’ve served in several offices at the chapter level including three terms as presi-

dent, as Southern District Director, as chairman of the state Professional Affairs Commit-

tee, and as a member of the Leadership Development Committee for four bienniums, including one term as 

Chairman. Currently I’m a member of the Headquarters Committee.  During every chapter, district, state, and 

international gathering, I’ve made new friends, learned new information, and grown as a person. Thank you 

for the exciting possibility of learning, growing, and giving back at a new level.  

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Second Vice President — Dr. Jenetta Waddell, Alpha Psi 

I was initiated into Delta Kappa Gamma in 1984, with membership in the Lambda Chapter 

of the Alabama State Organization. I am a past president of that chapter and of the Alpha 

Psi Chapter, Mississippi State Organization. At the state level, I served as the EEC Profes-

sional Affairs Work Area Representative (MSO, 2016-2018) and currently serve as the 

MSO Recording Secretary.  Delta Kappa Gamma has provided friendships with many ded-

icated women educators whom I would never have known otherwise. I’ve also had the op-

portunity to participate in professional events, such as the Southeast Regional Conference 

in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina in 2017 and in the DKG 2020 International Convention 

(virtual events).  In my local chapter, as well as at district, state, and regional levels, I have learned new 

leadership skills and become familiar with new ideas in the field of education. Delta Kappa Gamma has 

enriched my life and helped me professionally. 

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Recording Secretary — Cindy Alsworth-Jones, Delta 

Since initiation into Delta Chapter in 2002, I have been honored to learn and serve with 

many amazing women, who have provided encouragement, guidance, and inspiration on 

many levels.  Attendance at the 2017 Leadership Management Seminar illustrated how to 

be a servant-leader.  Delta Kappa Gamma is and will continue to be the means by which 

we grow and maintain quality educators pre-K through university.  The support, friend-

ship, and opportunities provided by Delta Kappa Gamma cannot be praised enough.  I am thankful for each 

member who has touched my life.  
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Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Northern District Director — Kay Collins, Eta 

A pivotal year in my professional journey as an educator was 1998. One of the most im-

portant and enlightening things I did that year was to join Delta Kappa Gamma. The ladies 

I’ve met through this adventure have been accepting, inspiring, forward thinking, and great 

fun! They love to give of themselves to our chosen profession. That’s one of the reasons I 

accepted the honor of being chapter president three times. Having served on several com-

mittees, I have also served as state Leadership chairman, state History chairman, and state 

Professional Growth and Services Committee member. Attending chapter, district and re-

gional meetings, and state and international conventions has helped me to understand more about myself and 

Delta Kappa Gamma. My professional life has been enhanced through my Delta Kappa Gamma affiliation. 

Being a teacher and then a principal in Tupelo comprised my professional career. I look forward to serving 

Delta Kappa Gamma as the Northern District Director for this biennium.   

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Northern District Assistant Director — Dorie Kisner, Eta 

This is my 30th year of teaching. I currently teach business and technology courses at Saltil-

lo High School. I am also the sponsor for FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America).  I 

love working with these students to cultivate their leadership skills.  My highest educational 

degree is a specialist in Educational Leadership, and I also have National Board Certifica-

tion in the area of Career and Technical Education.  I have been a member of the Eta chapter 

of Delta Kappa Gamma since 2007. I quickly got involved by chairing the Personal Growth 

and Services Committee.  I held several officer positions within the Eta chapter including 

President.  I served at the state level in several capacities including Chair of the Communications and Pub-

licity Committee, Zeta Data Editor, and Personal Growth and Services Representative.  When I am not 

teaching or participating in Delta Kappa Gamma activities, I enjoy cooking, playing tennis, and cheering for 

the Ole Miss Rebels. I look forward to serving as the Northern District Assistant Director. 

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Central District Director — Fonda Dickinson, Pi 

As I reflect on my years in Delta Kappa Gamma, I am reminded that I have received so 

much more than I have given.  I have only been asked to attend five meetings a year, volun-

teer to help others, give monetary gifts occasionally, and go beyond the chapter level.  In 

doing these things, I’ve received friendships to treasure for life, invaluable information 

about various topics, a feeling of accomplishment, and personal growth.  Delta Kappa Gam-

ma provides us with an opportunity to affect lives and make changes to our environment.  It 

is my goal to enrich the lives of the people I encounter and spread a little sunshine.  I would 

be honored to serve in the new biennium.   

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Central District Assistant Director —  

Dr. Selma Wells, Rho 

In 1998, I was invited to join Rho Chapter and promptly accepted. During these 22 years, 

I have had the opportunity to serve as Rho Chapter President, Woman of Distinction, 

Communications chair, First Vice President, and attend Leadership Management Semi-

nar.  I truly enjoy being a member of Delta Kappa Gamma and look forward to meetings 

and conferences. As a member of Delta Kappa Gamma, I have met many outstanding educators, many of 

whom have helped to broaden my horizons.   
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Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Southern District Director — Angie Woodcock, Alpha 
Theta 

Connection. Support. Encouragement. That is what Delta Kappa Gamma means to me. When 

asked to join Alpha Theta Chapter, I did not hesitate to say yes. My decision was not based on 

the organization - I had yet to learn what a phenomenal group our Society is. My decision was 

based on people. Looking around my Alpha Theta meetings, I see women who are legends in 

Pike County education. Many of these women welcomed me into the profession of teaching as 

a young 22-year-old and molded me into the teacher I am today. While USM taught me peda-

gogy, it was many of my fellow Alpha Theta sisters who taught me the heart of teaching and 

how to truly love our profession. The chance to sit with these ladies and reconnect on a regular basis is alone 

worth membership, but then I was introduced to our organization on a state level. Again, the words connec-

tion, support, and encouragement aptly apply. The women I have met and served with in various capacities 

are nothing short of top-notch. What a privilege to be able to use such resources as a sounding board when I 

am in need of support and encouragement. So, for me, Delta Kappa Gamma is at its core all about the rela-

tionships—the women who form the heart of our association. Because of this, I am honored to serve as the 

Southern District Director and am looking forward to making more memories with the amazing ladies in our 

Mississippi State Organization. 

Nominee for Mississippi State Organization Southern District Assistant Director —  

Beverly Hesterman, Alpha Alpha 

Since becoming a member of Alpha Alpha Chapter in 1999, I have served in several offices 

and committees, including Second Vice President, First Vice President and President for three 

terms. The SEE project has been very important to me as we mentor new teachers in our dis-

trict.  Past honors are being selected as Woman of Distinction in 2013 and for The Dee Abbott 

Award in 2019, a chapter award honoring one of our deceased members. I have also served on the state 

Leadership Development Committee, helping with Leadership Management Seminar for development of 

members, and on the state History Committee. I am retired from Perry Central High School in New Au-

gusta where I taught for 29 years.  After retirement, I continued to substitute until this year, ending over 

40 years of teaching. I also serve in my community as an Alderwoman for the town of Beaumont, where I 

have lived for over 40 years, and am chairman of the Beautification Committee for the town. Service is 

very important to me as my parents were also active in service. I would consider it an honor to continue to 

serve in Delta Kappa Gamma.  

Mississippi State Organization Nominations Committee for 2021-2023 

Northern District: Nancy Walker, Alpha Delta 

Nancy Walker joined Alpha Delta Chapter with DKG in 1985 and is currently chairman of 

the Research committee.  She has served as chapter President, as chapter Vice President 

twice, and chair on five committees during her 36 years in DKG.  She was on the MSO 

Scholarship committee for two biennia. She has been very active in her chapter, Northern 

District meetings and state conventions by designing and making many of the centerpieces 

and door prizes for these events.  She has attended meetings and conventions on all levels, chapter, district, 

state, regional and international. She currently resides in Southaven, Mississippi.  Having been with Mem-

phis City Schools for 38 years as an art/theatre teacher, she became an art teacher/theatre mentor for the 

Teacher and Learning Academy with MSC for 6½ more years, finally retiring in 2013. Nancy graduated 

from the University of Mississippi with a B.A. in Art Education and Masters of Art Education and the Uni-

versity of Memphis with a Specialist Degree in Arts and Theatre Education. 
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Central District: Tracey Crawford, Alpha Chi 

Tracey Crawford joined Alpha Chi Chapter in 2004 and has been an active member ever since. 

She is currently serving as her chapter newsletter editor. She has served as Vice president and 

President. She is a graduate of our Zeta State Leadership Management Seminar and represent-

ed her chapter as Woman of Distinction. Tracey has served MSO on the state level in many 

ways. She served as Central District Assistant Director, Central District Director, First Vice 

President, and President. She is currently serving as MSO Zeta Data Editor and is co-chairing 

The Marketplace for the upcoming DKG International Conference in San Antonio. Tracey has 

been teaching school for 29 years and is currently the librarian at Mendenhall Elementary School. She is a 

graduate of USM and received the Kaigler-Lamont Award from USM. Tracey has been married to her hus-

band, Randy for 31 years, and they have two married daughters, Laurel and Christa. They reside in Magee. 

Southern District: Kristina Pollard, Alpha Gamma 

Kristina Pollard considers herself blessed to have been invited to join Alpha Gamma Chapter in 
2007, after being quietly observed by a veteran teacher who saw her attributes and changed her 
life forever. Sadly, not long after induction her family moved away. However, in 2013, they 
moved back to the Hattiesburg area, and she was able to rejoin the ladies of Alpha Gamma 
Chapter. She has had the opportunity to serve as chapter President and First Vice President, 
work closely with the Communications Committee, and be selected as the Woman of Distinc-
tion. Her most memorable time was at the 2019 DKG State Convention where she served as a 
Timekeeper and was able to meet so many of our members from across the state. She states, “Delta Kappa 
Gamma impacted my life in a beautiful way, and I’m grateful for the work we do together changing the lives 
of other women and our communities.”  Kristina currently serves on the MSO Communications & Marketing 
Committee and as principal of Laurel Middle School. 



Tracey Crawford 
ZETA DATA Editor 
414 1st Ave. N.W. 
Magee, MS 39111 
 

2019-2021 Mississippi State Officers 

President……………………………………………………………………………...Dr. Joanna Alston 
1st Vice President…………………………………………………………………….. Janice Garrett 
2nd Vice President………………………………………………………………..…….Carol Walker 
Recording Secretary………………………………………………………….Dr. Jenetta Waddell 
Treasurer……………………………………………………………………….…………..Lynn Holliday 
Executive Secretary…………………………………………………………………..Linda Lightsey 
Parliamentarian……………………………………………………………………..……….Jean Ricks 
Immediate Past President……………………………………………….Linda Hollingsworth 
Northern District Director…………………………………………….Dr. Dorothy Prestwich 
Northern District Assistant Director…………………………………...……….Neelie Owen 
Central District Director…………………………………………………Cindy Alsworth Jones 
Central District Assistant  Director…………………………………..…...Fonda Dickinson 
Southern District Director…………………………………………...………….Nadine Nicholls 
Southern District Assistant Director……………………….……………. Jackie  Wintruba 
Mississippi State Web Master………………………………………………….………..Toni Cook 
ZETA DATA Editor………………………….……………………………………….Tracey Crawford 


