
Jean Ricks: Serving the Society at the Chapter, 
State, and International Level  

International's Member Spotlight for September is Jean Ricks! 

Jean joined Theta Chapter in 1967 and has remained an active and dedicated member 

for 59 years. She has served her chapter in numerous leadership roles including first 

vice-president, second vice-president, and president. Her nominator stated that Jean 

“has promoted Delta Kappa Gamma through a lifetime of outstanding leadership and 

dedicated service at the chapter, state, regional, and international levels.” 

At the state level, Jean has served on many committees, including Leadership 

Development, U.S. Forum, Membership, Awards, Finance, Nominations, and Special 

Awards. She served as the state parliamentarian from 2001 through May 2026 and 

served as state president. 

During her presidency, Jean visited all but one of Mississippi’s chapters. She used these 

visits to encourage chapters to study the purposes of the Society and organize their 

work around those purposes. Through her leadership, she inspired members to 

become more involved and to recognize the importance of active participation in the 

Society. Jean received the Zeta State Achievement Award in 1981. Mississippi State 

Organization recognizes its past presidents as members of the Order of Magnolia, and 

Jean exemplifies the integrity, wisdom, humility, and commitment represented by this 

honor. 

Jean’s international service includes serving on numerous international committees: 

• International Membership Committee 1977–1979 

• International Finance Committee 1978-1982 

• Nominations Committee 2002–2006 

• Educational Foundation Board of Trustees 1998–2002 

• Ad Hoc Committee to Study Transfer of Funds 1986–1988 

• Ad Hoc Strategic Planning Committee 1992–1994 

• Southeast Regional Director 1982–1984 

• Chairman of the 1983 Southeast Regional Conference in Biloxi 

Jean believes that no one should be given a responsibility that the leader would not 

undertake herself. She has led by example—with integrity, wisdom, organization, 

humility, and a genuine desire to help others succeed. She has chaired committees, 

mentored members, supported leaders, and continued serving Delta Kappa Gamma. 

Jean Ricks is widely respected as a dynamic leader, gifted organizer, and devoted 

member. Her lifelong dedication has inspired generations of members and established 

a legacy that will continue to influence Delta Kappa Gamma at the chapter, state, and 

international level. She is an outstanding example of service to the Society. 

Congratulations and thank you, Jean, for all you have done! 


