Mississippi State Organization

Delta Kappa Gamma

ADAPT: Forward Moving Ever!

2 We are definitely ADAPTING!!!

Chapter Leaders Retreat... Betsy Sullivan, Leadership

Due to the recent pandemic, the Leadership Development Committee will host
the 2020-2022 Chapter Leaders' Retreat virtually. We encourage all chapters to
complete the registration form for the Chapter Leaders' Retreat so that we have all

contact information. There will be no registration fee as we are virtual. However, in order
to attend the virtual Chapter Leaders' Retreat you must be registered. (See revised form on
p.9 of newsletter). We still plan to host live Zoom sessions on June 6, so keep that date re-
served. “See” you there!

State Officer Nominations Needed... Stacy Baudoin,
Nominations

There are several leadership positions available in the Delta Kappa Gamma Mississippi State Organization.
The Nominating Committee is looking for nominations for leaders to help shape the future of the Mississippi
State Organization. Every biennium we seek nominations for the positions of President, First Vice President,
Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, District Directors, Assistant District Directors, and Nominations
Committee. An official “Recommendation for Elected State Office” form (Form 16) must be completed for
each person recommended. Recommendations shall be submitted to the chair of the State Nominations Com-
mittee and must be postmarked by July 1, 2020. The chair for the 2019-2021 Nominations Committee is Dr.
Stacy Baudoin. Her email address is stacybaudoin@yahoo.com and her address is 264 North Hill Drive Car-
riere, MS 39426. She can be reached at 601-347-7551 to answer any questions.
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A Legislative Legacy... Joanna Alston, MSO President

Dr. Angela Bedenbaugh (1989-1991 Zeta State President) is well-known in
DKG for her contributions to the U.S. Forum, specifically the creation of our
U.S. Forum Connection newsletter in 2000. According to the January 2020
edition, “Angela envisioned a document that would update DKG members
on Federal Legislation.” Working with The University of Southern Missis-
sippi, Angela created a database and used personal expenses to start the pub-
lication. She still maintains a listserv through USM for members of Missis-
sippi State Organization and, serving as the MSO Legislative Representative,
continues to keep us updated on legislative matters in our state.

Angela’s final issue as editor of the U.S. Forum Connection was the February 2020 edition. As
she retires from this position, “thank you” seems hardly sufficient. In order to better express
our appreciation for her efforts, here is what some of our MSO members had to say.

“She’s been a hard worker for years. She really does leave a legacy.” -Janet Berg, Gamma

“Angela has been a dedicated worker for DKG for so long. She will definitely be . . . very hard
to replace!” -Kay Collins, Eta

“Angela 1s an extraordinary person as well as a wonderful educator. It will be very difficult to
follow in [her] footsteps!” -Janice Garrett, Eta

“Angela 1s an amazing woman!” -Cindy Alsworth, Delta

“Wow!! We truly thank Angela for all her dedication of DKG.” -Tracey Crawford, Alpha Chi,
2015-2017 ZS President

“I never worried with her at helm. She is extraordinaire.” -Cynthia Colburn, Eta, 2009-2011
ZS President

And to close, a few quotes directly addressed to Angela:

“Thanks, Angela! You are an extraordinary leader and educator. We truly appreciate your hard
work and dedication to DKG and our state organization.” -Chris Wall, Pi

“Love you, Angela! Thanks for keeping us informed!” -Delores Sheffield, Alpha Alpha

“Thank you, Angela, for your dedication to DKG and specifically to the U.S. Forum!!” -
Jeanette Reinike, Alpha Delta, 2007-2009 ZS President

Angela truly leaves a legacy of legislative knowledge and information for all DKG members,
and we are very thankful that she continues to build on that legacy in Mississippi State Organi-
zation!
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Shout outs ...

Shout outs go to Nadine Nichols and Jackie Wintruba (Southern District Director & Asst. Director) and Dot
Prestwich and Neelie Owens (Northern District Director & Asst. Director) for all the work they put in for the
district meetings. Even though they had to cancel their own meetings, and lots of work was accomplished be-
hind the scenes. THANK YOU!

Congratulations...

Our own Linda Hollingsworth, MSO Immediate Past President, was awarded $3000.00 from the Directors of
the DKG International Educators Foundation for her project, Engaging ALL Students through the Diversity of
Virtual Reality. Linda will use the money for VR Oculus Quest units for the 2020-21 fiscal year.

ECEs Crystal Graves, Alpha
Chi Chapter, and Lori Ann
Hollingsworth, Delta Chapter

<

Collegiate Member Ashley
Orr, Rho Chapter, with her

grandmother, Eva Guice

—>

Chapter Rules Awardes... Eva Guice, Bylaws

The MSO Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee sent notices to all chapters that all Chapter Rules had to
be revised and submitted to the MSO committee after the 2019 State Convention. Twenty chapters have
submitted their rules and had them approved. I would like to recognize the chapters in each district.
Northern District: Eta, Iota, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Kappa, Alpha Phi, Alpha Psi, and
Beta Beta. Central District: Gamma, Pi, and Rho. Southern District: Zeta, Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha
Gamma, Alpha Theta, Alpha Rho, and Alpha Upsilon. Thanks to these chapters for revising and submit-
ting their Chapter Rules for approval.

If your chapter has not submitted their rules for approval and you need help, please contact the MSO By-
laws and Standing Rules Committee. The committee is also accepting proposals for changes to the MSO
Bylaws. These changes need to be submitted to the committee by August 31. The proposed changes will
be presented to the MSO Executive Board, and members will vote on the proposals at the 2021 MSO
Convention.
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Zeta State Achievement Award... Karen Fayard, Awards

The Zeta State Achievement Award is a very prestigious award and recommending a member for this award is
a very involved process. It is definitely not too early to begin the recommendation process if you know a mem-
ber whom you feel is worthy of this award. It will definitely take some time to do the research necessary to
complete the recommendation form. Please be very explicit in completing the form. It is not the responsibility
of the committee to do the research. It is the duty of the recommending chapter, executive board member, or
committee member to do this task.

The Guidelines for the process are listed below. All of this information is in the Policies and Procedures Manu-
al as well as the Recommendation form. If you have questions please feel free to contact me, Karen Fayard,
Chair of the Committee. My contact information is in your yearbook. I hope the committee receives many rec-
ommendations by the February 1, 2021 deadline!

Guidelines for Selection of Recipient

Recommendations
Recommendation must be made by chapters, not individual members.
Recommendation can be made by any member of the executive board.
Recommendation may be made by the Committee.
Eligibility
Active members who have made outstanding contributions to education and have done or a
doing work that contributes to the growth of /the state organization can be considered.
A member must have at least seven years of active membership.
No member shall receive the award more than once.
No state president is eligible for the award during her term of office.
Members of the same chapter may not receive the award in the same year or in successive
years
No member of the committee shall be eligible for the award
A recommendation considered in one biennium shall be carried over to the next biennium.
Selection
A recommendation must be submitted to the committee chair and be postmarked by February 1
of the year the award is to be presented (Form 1 in Policies and Procedures Manual).
Up to two awards per biennium may be presented.
The committee will determine eligibility.
The committee will select the recipient(s).
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Chapter News... Theta Chapter

The Military Memorial Museum of Brookhaven started
the Save Our Stories Project to honor veterans' efforts
and sacrifices and to educate others. The museum has a
collection of stories students have on display.

Working with museum volunteers, Krista Russell of
Brookhaven High School assigned her US History and
AP US History students the task of interviewing a veter-
an to be honored in the museum. The assignment
evolved into including active duty service as well. Stu-
dents could interview people from any branch of service
as well as the National Guard. The project had to include at least one photograph and a story. Students
typed and presented them in class. Then the classes walked to the museum to donate their interviews. Forty-
five interviews were donated.

Did you say VIRTUAL meeting?...

In this day of craziness in the world, our chapters have gotten creative with the way meetings have been
held. Some had virtual meetings...what’s that you say? ZOOM meetings have arrived! Beta Beta kicked off
this trend and posted the response on Facebook. Alpha Upsilon also held a virtual meeting, but they held a
new member orientation! If you do not want to cancel a meeting, just go virtual!

What a Silent Auction! ... Lynn Holliday, MSO Headquarters

Thanks, everybody, for your participation in the Silent Auction at Central District Meeting. There were over
50 items available to choose from — pottery, gift cards, mystery gifts, home décor, and much more! $1420.00
was raised through this activity by the MSO Headquarters Committee to help in securing rent and other mon-
ies necessary for the maintenance of Headquarters. As always, this committee tries to give back to member-
ship, and in doing so this particular time, a drawing was conducted to help two groups — first-timers and par-
ticipants of the auction. Carol Palmer, Pi Chapter member and a first-timer to the Central District meeting, as
well as Lisa Campbell, Delta Chapter member (auction participant), both received reimbursement for registra-
tion of $30.00. Their names were pulled in separate drawings. The committee always tries to do different
drawings at functions, so if any member would like to suggest how drawings could reach different member
groups, please let us know so that consideration can be made by the committee. Our committee members in-
clude Sue Keen, Finance Chair, Xi Chapter; Linda Hollingsworth, Immediate Past President, Pi; Carol Rigby,
HQ Manager, Theta; Amanda Young, District Rep, Eta; Debby Renfroe, District Rep, Alpha Xi; Kathryn Liv-
ingston, District Rep, Lambda; Nancy Jay, Membership Chair, Alpha Theta. Our next auction will on the
coast in 2021. See you at the convention and come join the fun!
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MSO Directory... Jenetta Waddell, MSO Recording Secretary

Calling all Chapter Presidents! Seventeen (17) chapters have submitted their updated rosters for the 2020-
2022 Mississippi State Organization Directory. For those who have not submitted, you should have received
a roster for updating from Linda Lightsey earlier this year. We plan to publish the directory early in the sum-
mer. You can email a roster to me at jwaddell@bmc.edu. If you have questions, please call or text me at

256-412-6890.

The following have submitted an updated roster:

Northern
Iota

Alpha Iota
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Phi

Central
Beta
Gamma
Theta
Lambda
Xi

Pi

Rho

Tau
Alpha Chi

Southern
Sigma

Psi

Omega

Alpha Beta
Alpha Theta
Alpha Upsilon

Don’t forget to
send Toni your
chapter “Shout
outs”. We definite-
ly need to keep up
with each other via
newsletters and
websites if we
cannot see each other in person.

President Alston with
her gift of MS pottery
from the Southern
District.

A new flag for our Mississippi State Organ-
ization is in the back of this awesome
grouping. Don’t they look wonderful?


mailto:jwaddell@bmc.edu
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Central District Meeting... Cindy Alsworth &
Fonda Dickinson, Central District

What a wonderful day! The Central District Meeting was held on February 29, 2020, at Mount Olive Attend-
ance Center. The General Session began with a greeting from Mrs. Babette Duty, Covington County Superin-
tendent. Dr. Joanna Alston, Mississippi State Organization President, gave greetings to the women gathered.
The Inspiration was led by Delta Chapter member, the Reverend Brenda McLendon. Linda Lightsey called
the roll. Chapter Awards were presented and reports presented by various committees. Music was provided by
Aleta Sullivan (Delta) and Debbie Johnston (Alpha Chi). Members were able to enjoy light refreshments pro-
vided by Pi Chapter under the leadership of Fonda Dickinson with assistance from Debbie Renfroe and Joni
Alumbaugh.

The membership had the opportunity to attend Society Sessions: Members as Leaders: It’s All About You,
Chapter Rules: A Must Have for Chapters, Degree Bound? How to Get the Money$$$, and A Call for Nomi-
nations. Non-Society Sessions included Itty-Bitty Books, Little Free Libraries, Acrylic Paint Pouring, and a
Delta Kappa Gamma Escape Room. According to the results of the evaluation, all of the sessions received
highly positive ratings.

The Birthday Luncheon was under the guidance of Fonda Dickinson. The Blessing was given by Past Presi-
dent, Linda Hollingsworth (Pi). Janice Garrett, First Vice President (Eta) presented The Birthday Wish. Linda
Hollingsworth and Debbie Johnston provided the music for the birthday song. Lynn Holliday gave the Regis-
trar’s Report. Honor Chapters were recognized. A Moment of Memory was held to recognize the loss of Del-
ta Kappa Gamma members in 2019. Carol Walker introduced Dr. Joanna Alston who gave the President’s
message. The First Timer’s Drawing was held. Door Prizes were distributed. Aleta Sullivan and Kim Grego-
ry (Beta Beta) led the membership in The Delta Kappa Gamma Song.

The buffet luncheon was catered by Three Crazy Old Ladies catering company.

The very best things about the Central District meeting cannot be expressed in the descriptions of the meetings
above. Delta Kappa Gamma members stepped in and stepped up to ensure that this meeting happened. From
Friday night decorating and set-up to clean up on Saturday afternoon, Delta Kappa Gamma members didn’t
wait to be asked...they volunteered! Delta Kappa Gamma members expressed their love through hugs, smiles,
and laughter. They were effusive with their praise and showed love for each other.

One of our sessions from Central
District Meeting. SMILE!
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In Sympathy... Linda Lightsey, Executive Secretary

Then Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court, Lenore L. Prather was initiated as a Zeta State Honor-
ary Member on July 10, 1999, during an initiation ceremony hosted by Zeta State chapters, at the Southeast
Regional Conference in Biloxi, MS. The conference was held at the Biloxi Bayview Grand Hotel and Con-
vention Center, now known as Harrah’s Gulf Coast. Zeta State’s “own” Evelyn Barron was International
President, and Prather spoke during the opening session.

As documented in The History of ZETA STATE 1934-2009, Chief Justice Prather became the first female to
hold Chancellorship in Mississippi when she was appointed Chancery Judge for the 14™ Chancery District in
1971. She became the first female Justice for the State of Mississippi when appointed to the state Supreme
Court in 1982, and she became a presiding Justice in January 1993. She spent her life in community service
and in promoting a better life for younger and older citizens of the state. Decisions that she wrote during her
tenure on the court had a direct, positive impact on children and women in Mississippi.

As a Supreme Court Justice, Prather wrote a decision regarding a case that specified factors to determine a
child’s best interests in a custody dispute between parents. The opinion documented stipulations regarding
which parent should receive custody, what visitation arrangements should be made, and the responsibilities
of parents, once divorced. According to close friend and colleague, Judge Bob Oswald, Prather brought the
perspective of a woman, a wife, and a mother in her opinion regarding support and custody of children, “a
perspective no man could ever understand.” The opinion was accepted with no changes and has not been
modified in the 30 years since it was written; it became and has remained the “standard” for these types of
cases. Additionally, Prather wrote a decision in a different case that set guidelines for equitable distribution
of marital assets in divorce, which included giving women credit for non-financial contributions to the fami-

ly.
At the conclusion of her legal career, Prather served as interim president of Mississippi University for Wom-

en, where a scholarship fund has been established in her name. Prather passed away on April 11, 2020, at
the age of 88.

Key
WomMmEN

Chapter History...Kay Collins, History EDUCATORS

Chapter History is Needed!

The end of the chapter biennium is near! Chapter history contributes to MSO history. If your chapter
needs assistance with maintaining a record of its history, please contact Kay Collins, MSO History Com-
mittee Chair, at kgcollins@bellsouth.net. We are here to help you with this important task!
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2020-2022 Chapter Leaders’ Retreat
ADAPT: Forward Moving Ever!
June 6, 2020
Virtual Meeting

Chapter Name

Supply the following information for each chapter officer, committee chair, or member who will attend the retreat. Registra-
tion confirmation, schedule of events, and directions will be emailed. Please use an e-mail address where you can be reached
in May and June.

Position Stand-in Name Address Telephone E-mail Address

President

Program Chair

Membership
Chair

Communications
chair

Treasurer

As this Chapter Leaders’ Retreat is virtual, there is no registration cost. However, to participate you must be registered. The
chapter president may complete the form above for every chapter leader and mail/email Betsy Sullivan at the address(es)
listed.

A dedicated Google drive has been set for this event. All files and notes will be in the drive. You will be sent an invitation to
view the Google drive prior to June 6.

Betsy Sullivan, 2401A River Oaks Blvd, Jackson, MS. 39211
OR
Email to

msodkg2020@gmail.com




2019-2021 Mississippi State Officers

President... ..o vieiinirreres e e s se ses er snn sn srn ses ser nene san nnn sn sen senmnenne
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Recording Secretary.........cuememrams s sesesns s sns e ses s sannes

Treasurer...
Executive Secretary
Parliamentarian... rrrreera e
Immediate Past Pre51dent
Northern District Director...

Northern District Assistant Dlrector...................................
- Clndy Alsworth Jones

Central District Director...

Central District Assistant Dlrector

Southern District Director...

Southern District Assistant Dlrector...
Mississippi State Web Master..........cccc v serns s s sms s e s e ses s e s
ZETA DATA EQItOT ... uuecieuisceecrrsssennsessnnssesssssnssesssssnssessss snsssssns sessss ns ses

Dr. Joanna Alston
Janice Garrett
Carol Walker
Dr. Jenetta Waddell
....Lynn Holliday
...Linda Lightsey
...Jean Ricks

Lmda Hollmgsworth
....Dr Dorothy Prestwich

...Neelie Owen

Fonda Dickinson
....Nadine Nicholls
Jackie Wintruba
Toni Cook
Tracey Crawford
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