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What a special time this 2021-2023 biennium has been: working with efficient, get-the-job-done committees, 
awesome committee chairs, state officers, and chapter presidents; traveling across 
the state to attend chapter meetings; planning state eventséthe list could go on and 
on. The experience of moving forward with you all as we reflected on our Purpos-
es, personally and professionally; as we worked together to make MSO and DKG 
relevant to all members; and most importantly, as we learned more about each oth-
er to create new relationships and to renew older ones; has been a most rewarding experience for me.  

You all made a difference; you all contributed to the success of the 2021-2023 biennium. I congratulate you 
all for the work you have accomplished, for the membership growth, and for the welcoming spirit you extend 
to all visitors and to each other. Mississippi State Organization is the best! 

As I move into the Order of Magnolia, I encourage you all to keep moving, keep growing, keep being who 
you are, and collectively support Incoming President Debby Renfroe as MSO and DKG work together, Persis-
tently, toward shared Purposes! The leadership of MSO is in very capable hands, and I have no doubt the suc-
cess of this organization will continue!  

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ ȣ *ÁÎÉÃÅ 'ÁÒÒÅÔÔȟ -3/ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ  

-3/ φτφχ 3ÔÁÔÅ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ȣ +ÁÒÅÎ 2ÈÏÄÅÓȟ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ #ÈÁÉÒ  

The MSO 2023 State Convention has been one of our most challenging and rewarding events at the same 
time. Our Sponsorship assistance ($13,000) made a big difference in the cost to our members. We are grate-
ful to Linda Hollingsworth for her diligence in getting the financial contributions. $2442.00 in donations for 
various budget items were received from the  registered members. 

The best reward was the time spent in fellowship with our sisters across the state. We had 170 members and 
guest to connect with over the two days of business and professional growth opportunities. Our hostess chap-
ters, Eta, Theta, Sigma, Tau, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, and Alpha Gamma, stepped up and made things orga-
nized and lovely. Special kudos to our President Janice Garrett and First Vice President Debby Renfroe for 
ensuring workshops and meetings met the needs of our membership. 

It is such a privilege to be the convention chair along with my right and left hands, Janet Berg (registration) 

and Sylvia Gambill (Treasurer). I canôt wait until the District Meetings to catch up with each of you. Be on 

the lookout for the dates and times. 
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Lindsey Lee was selected as the 2023 MSO Grant-in-Aid recipient.   

Lindsey is a student at Belhaven University and exemplifies the schol-
arship, leadership, determination, social, and community participation 
that we Delta Kappa Gamma members acknowledge as key women 
educators.  

Congratulations, Lindsey, as you continue to pursue a career in educa-
tion.  

The lives of 19 DKG members were remembered during a Celebration of Life at the 2023 MSO Convention 
at the Sheraton Refuge Hotel and Convention Center on April 29, 2023. Cynthia Colburn Steen, Eta, opened 
the program with a piano selection, Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee.  Lady Anne Bruce, Alpha Upsilon, in-
troduced the program followed by She Taught Me, read by Amanda Hailey, Xi.  Northern District Director, 
Kay Collins, Central District Director, Fonda Dickerson, and Southern District Director, Angie Woodcock, 
called the names of the deceased members in their district and shared a brief biography.  Donna Harris, Pi, lit 
a memory candle for each member and Lindsay Griffin, Alpha Chi, added a white rose to an arrangement of 
32 red roses, representing the 32 chapters in Mississippi. Go Light Your World was sung a cappella by Linda 
Hollingsworth, Pi. The following members were remembered:  

Northern District 
Faye Wright, Alpha      Kristin Knight, Alpha Delta 
Dorothy (Dot) Prestwich, Iota & Eta   Patsy Wilborn, Alpha Delta  
M. Kay Bramlett, Eta      Carol Morris, Alpha Delta Honorary 
Dorothy (Dot) Reives, Eta, Zeta State President 1981-1983 
 
Central District 
Dr. Margaret Carmean, Beta 
Helen Tillman, Xi 
Sherrill Haynes, Founding Member of Alpha Upsilon, Alpha Chi 
 
Southern District 
Mary Wallace Boles, Zeta   Debbie Nobles, Alpha Beta 
Irene Cook, Omega    Faye M. Rogers. Alpha Beta 
Linda ñSueò Eubanks, Alpha Alpha  Helen Hayes Mestayer, Alpha Upsilon
  
Martha Moser, Alpha Alpha    Patricia ñPatò  Skellie, Alpha Upsilon 
Phyllis Howell Armstrong, Alpha Beta 
 

A responsive reading, Who Are They? was led by Nadine Nichols, Psi.   Amanda Hai-
ley, Xi, shared a benediction followed by Cynthia Colburn-Steen, Eta, who played Come Thou Font of Every 

Blessing on the keyboard.   

#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÉÆÅȣ ,ÁÄÙ !ÎÎ "ÒÕÃÅȟ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ #ÈÁÉÒ 
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The Bylaws & Standing Rules Committee is pleased to announce that all amendment proposals presented to 
the membership for vote at the General Session were passed. The final document will be on the state website 
and will be sent to chapter presidents for distribution to all members. Please ensure that the 2023 revision is 
being used when referring to MSOôs governing documents for answers to questions, Chapter Rules updates, 
etc.   
 
The updated Sample Rules will also be sent to chapter presidents before the end of May, with changes high-
lighted for convenience. We recommend that all chapters update their Rules as soon as possible to reflect 
these revisions. Any questions that arise may be directed to Joanna Alston (email address found in your 
chapter yearbook) until the new committee chair begins her duties on July 1. Watch for yearbook infor-
mation this summer to know who the new chair will be. 
 
On behalf of the Bylaws Committee, we thank you for a successful biennium! 

φτφχ "Ù,Á×Ó 5ÐÄÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȣ   

         $ÒȢ *ÏÁÎÎÁ !ÌÓÔÏÎ #ÈÁÉÒ 

$+')%&ȣ  ÆÒÏÍ $+' )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

   An Opportunity to Make a Difference 
 
 

Now Accepting Applications for the Position of DKGIEF Director 
 
The future growth of DKGIEF depends on the skills and experiences of elected DKGIEF directors and 
their level of passion for the vision of the Foundation to ñeducate the world.ò 
 
DKGIEF Directors manage the following funds for the purposes of fundraising, investment, donor man-
agement, and distribution of awards: 

 
Scholarship        World Fellowship         International Speakers       Emergency        Cornetet Eunah Temple 

Holden         Educational Projects        Golden Gift        Educators Book Award 
 

If you are passionate about the DKGIEFôs mission and have the skill set to contribute to the 
work of the Foundation, we urge you to apply to become a DKGIEF director.   General infor-
mation and application can be found on the DKGIEF webpage or use the QR code below. 
 



-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȣ $ÅÂÂÙ 2ÅÎÆÒÏÅȟ ρÓÔ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

Do you know someone interested in serving on an MSO Committee? Maybe youôve thought of serving at 
the state level!  

State Form #19 is the document to complete and submit to MSO President-Elect at debbydkg@renfroe.us 
as soon as possible. With the input of state and chapter officers, work is beginning to name members to the 
MSO Committees.  

Is it your time to serve? 

)ÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȣ *ÁÓÔÁÓÓÉÁ 7ÈÉÔÅȟ !ÌÐÈÁ 'ÁÍÍÁ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ   0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

Education is the foundation of a strong and vibrant society, and as educators, we hold the key to unlocking 
our students' potential and shaping their futures. As a member of MSO Delta Kappa Gamma, I thoroughly 
enjoyed attending this year's State convention in Flowood, MS, because I had the opportunity to come togeth-
er with members across Mississippi, share ideas, learn from other members, and gain new teaching strategies 
to refine my skills. I left with a renewed passion for teaching, built lasting connections, and strengthened my 
commitment to my profession and our lovely organization Delta Kappa Gamma. I encourage all members 
who havenôt attended a State Convention to participate in future state conventions and embrace the trans-
formative power of learning and inspiration. 
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mailto:debbydkg@renfroe.us


Austin, Texas 

May 15, 2023 

 

Dear MSO Friends, 

Thank you for welcoming me as the Society Representative to the Mississippi State Organization Conven-
tion. From beginning to end ï from the overflowing ñsurvival packageò brought to my room shortly after I 
arrived to the beautiful rose scarf presented to me at the banquet ï you displayed true Mississippi hospital-
ity. The snacks ï and even the toothpaste ï came in handy, and I will enjoy wearing the scarf that will 
bring back memories of our weekend spent together. 

The convention program was well planned to include something for everyone. I was most impressed with 
the reports of accomplishments and the sharing of ideas and suggestions in the breakout sessions I attend-
ed. Congratulations to all -- individual members and chapters ï who received special recognitions and 
awards.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at future Society events ï perhaps even in Mississippi! In the mean-
time, keep up the good work and keep sharing your enthusiasm for DKG with other educators. 

Sincerely, 

Evelyn 

Our MSO Pre-Convention included an inspiring guided tour of the Eudora Welty home and garden and a de-
lightful lunch at Louôs Full Serve Restaurant in the historic Belhaven area.  Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity provided CEUS to attendees who requested those.  
 

We were thrilled to have First Lady Elee Reeves as our guest speaker during the luncheon.  She shared infor-
mation about her passion, ñFriends of the Mansionò and gifted our group with copies of her childrenôs book, 
Fred the Turtle, that she presented to fourth grade classrooms throughout the state. The character Fred poses 
a series of questions designed to encourage students to take part in engaging and thought-provoking conver-
sations that are critical to child development and problem-solving skills. 

-3/ 0ÒÅ-#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÒȣ #ÈÅÒÙÌ 3ÁÆПÌÅȟ              
     %%# 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 
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,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÒȣ *ÕÌÉÁ "ÏÙÄȟ  
    ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ #ÈÁÉÒ 
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The Mississippi State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International honored eight new   
Mississippi STARS at the convention. These key women educators are celebrating their 50th year as DKG 
mem  bers. They were initiated in 1972 and 1973. 

Sandra Reeves, Alpha Alpha, 1972  Sara Scaggs, Gamma, 1972  
Opal Womack, Eta, 1972    Carolyn Adams, Alpha Rho, 1973  
Delores Feldman, Alpha Theta, 1973  Martha Fisher, Tau, 1973  
Moise Jones, Upsilon, 1973    Jeannine Stone, Alpha Upsilon, 1973 
 

Mississippi STARs from past years include the following:  

Ruby Jones, Iota, 1950    Flor Knowles, Lambda, 1967  
Katherine M. Furr, Sigma, 1952   Jean Ricks, Theta, 1967  
Bess Hollingsworth, Tau, 1956   Rebecca Grantham, Alpha Alpha, 1967  
Betty R. Oswald, Alpha Lambda, 1961  Frydis N. Hansbrough, Alpha Chi, 1968  
Betty Jane Long, Gamma, 1961   Laney Wooten, Alpha Iota, 1968  
Anita (Betty) Hearon, Alpha Beta, 1962  Dorothy Miley, Tau, 1968  
Claudia Berneice Barham, Alpha Beta, 1962 Jo-Dell Beckham, Alpha Upsilon, 1969  
Mary Emma Lansing, Alpha Theta, 1964 Jeanette Thrash, Xi, 1968  
Anna Belle Sutton, Omega, 1966  Jimmie Dunn, Alpha Delta, 1970  
Bettina A. Caldwell, Alpha Delta, 1966 Carolyn Palmer, Xi, 1970  
Dorothy Shank, Gamma, 1967  Dr. Angela Bedenbaugh, Alpha Beta, 1970  

-3/ 3ÔÁÒÓ (ÏÎÏÒÅÄȣ $ÒȢ *ÅÎÅÔÔÁ 7ÁÄÄÅÌÌȟ ςÎÄ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ  

The Leadership Management Seminar Class of 2023 has been chosen and we are so excited! LMS kicks off 

on Monday, June 12 and will end with the graduation luncheon on Wednesday, June 14 at Eagle Ridge    
Conference Center in Raymond.  

LMS Class of 2023 include: Ashley Baker, Rho; Lisa Campbell, Delta; Dawn Cooper, Alpha ; Nancy 

Finklea, Tau; Lindsay Griffin, Alpha Chi; Susan Hallmark,Alpha Theta; Tracey Henderson, Alpha Alpha; 

April Huff, Alpha Theta; Teresa Loper, Alpha Beta; Tyresia Love, Xi; Vickie McAnally, Eta; Beth McKay, 
Pi; Mary Jane McDonald, Alpha Theta; Stephanie Morris, Sigma; Pat Muscio, Alpha Alpha; Jennie Noonkes- 

ter, Alpha Gamma; Amy Rutland, Omega; Kimberly Watson, Pi; Melissa West, Alpha Delta; and Misty 

Whitehead, Beta Beta. 



3%% 2ÅÐÏÒÔȣ 0ÏÌÌÙ !ÎÎ 7ÈÉÔÅȟ  -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ 3%%   
           2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 
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It has been my honor this Biennium to receive and review chapter yearbooks. Iôve enjoyed reading about 
what chapters are doing at meetings and in their communities, their SEE projects and Service projects, and 
special programs and celebrations. And for the first time, chapters had the option this biennium to send their 
books in printed, bound copy or as an email attachment!  

This year I received a total of twenty-seven yearbooks, and each one was eligible for an Yearbook Award ~ 
Congratulations! 

Northern District: Alpha, Eta, Iota, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Phi,  

Alpha Psi, Beta Beta 

Central District: Gamma, Delta, Theta, Xi, Pi, Rho, Tau, Alpha Chi 

Southern District: Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma,  

Alpha Lambda, Alpha Rho, Alpha Upsilon, Alpha Theta 

9ÅÁÒÂÏÏË !×ÁÒÄÓȣ $ÅÂÂÙ 2ÅÎÆÒÏȟ ρÓÔ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

Mississippi State Organizationôs mentoring and support hours were impressive this year.   MSO chapters docu-
mented a state total of 4,679 hours.  Congratulations to each of the twenty-nine chapters that displayed the Del-
ta Kappa Gamma spirit by supporting early career educators. 

 
The Northern District logged 1,123 hours with Eta recording the most hours.   Chapters participating included: 

Alpha   Alpha Iota  Eta  Alpha Kappa 
Iota   Alpha Phi  Upsilon  Alpha Psi  
Alpha Delta  Beta Beta 

The Central District recorded 1,317.5 hours with Xi Chapter leading the district.  Chapters participating       
included: 

Beta   Alpha Chi  Gamma   Tau    
Delta   Theta   Xi    Pi 

The Southern District submitted the most volunteer hours for a total of 2,238.5 hours.  The largest total was 
submitted by Alpha Gamma. Chapters participating included: 
 

Zeta   Alpha Gamma  Sigma   Alpha Theta 
Psi   Alpha Lambda  Omega   Alpha Rho 
Alpha Alpha  Alpha Upsilon  Alpha Beta 
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Fourteen (14) chapters awarded a total of $6,300.00 in Grant-in Aid at the chapter level. These chapters were 

recognized at the MSO State Convention, along with eleven chapters who gave the Red Rose Award to  
twelve worthy recipients. Congratulations to all. 

Grant-in-Aid: 

Northern District   Central District   Southern District  

Iota            Beta   Alpha Beta 

Upsilon             Pi    Alpha Rho 

Alpha Delta           Tau 
Alpha Iota           Theta 

Alpha Psi            Xi 

Beta Beta             Alpha Chi         

Red Rose: 

Northern District            Central District   Southern District   

Upsilon  (2 recipients)   Pi     Sigma     
Alpha Psi        Rho     Zeta  
     Tau      Alpha Alpha     
     Alpha Chi    Alpha Gamma      

'ÒÁÎÔ-ÉÎ-!ÉÄ Ǫ 2ÅÄ 2ÏÓÅ !×ÁÒÄÓȢȢȢ #ÈÅÒÙÌ 3ÁÆПÌÅȟ                     
      0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ  

Thanks so much for participating in the auction! Members were able to bid on fifty- three items provided by 
Headquarter committee members, members, and non-members. In the end, The Headquarters fund received 
$2950.00 from this event to help with headquarter expenses. 

As always, our committee gives back to the membership where auctions are con-
ducted. Two drawings were held at the banquet. A first timerôs name to the con-
vention was drawn as well as a memberôs name where each received a check for 
the convention registration.  

Providing an auction at a state event takes a lot of work and time. A special 
thanks goes to our committee members: Lady Ann Bruce, Carol Rigby, Janet 
Conley, Linda Hollingsworth, Joanna Alston, Sandra McKiernon and our Presi-
dent Janice Garrett. 

In honor of our state president, Janice Garrett, Kim Reis, owner of Heartfelt Tra-

ditions, created a one-of-a-kind rabbit to be used in the auction. Shown with the 

special rabbit is the winner,  Eta Chapter member Vickie McAnally. 

3ÉÌÅÎÔ !ÕÃÔÉÏÎ 5ÐÄÁÔÅȣ ,ÙÎÎ (ÏÌÌÉÄÁÙȟ  (ÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓ     
              #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ #ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎ 
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#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȣ 3ÙÂÉÌ 7ÉÌÎÅÒȟ %%# 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ   
      'ÒÏ×ÔÈ Ǫ  3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 

A huge thank you to the chapters that sent in reports and pictures of your Chap-
ter Service Projects. Your projects were varied and focused on one or more of 
the seven purposes of DKG. Pictures of the Service projects were shown at the 
Mississippi State Organization Convention.  

These are just a few projects that have impacted our state: 

¶ Provided care packages for victims of domestic violence 
¶ Maintained clothes closets at schools for children in need 
¶ Donated books to Little Free Libraries, schools, and hospitals 
¶ Provided weekend food bags to students ï Backpack Buddies 
¶ Distributed Christmas gifts to students in need 

Northern  Central  Southern 
Alpha  Beta   Zeta 
Eta   Gamma  Sigma 
Iota  Delta   Pi 
Upsilon  Theta   Omega 
Alpha Delta Xi   Alpha Alpha 
Alpha Iota  Pi   Alpha Beta 
Alpha Phi  Rho   Alpha Gamma 
Alpha Psi  Tau   Alpha Theta  
Beta Beta  Alpha Chi  Alpha Lambda 
      Alpha Rho 
      Alpha Upsilon 
      

Incoming MSO 2023 -2025 Officers  

Mississippi State Or-
ganization of DKG 
thanks all the talented 
members who shared 
their work in our 2023 
MSO Digital Arts and 
Crafts Gallery. Your 
efforts made our show a 
great success. The Gal-
lery is still available for 
viewing on our MSO 
website, 
www.zetastatedkg.org 

-3/ !ÒÔÓȣ 
!ÌÅÔÁ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȟ 
#ÕÒÁÔÏÒ 

http://www.zetastatedkg.org
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    The Achievement Awardee 

Who will she be? This Achievement Awardee. 
She who represents the best of DKG. 
Does it really matter? 
Members, here direct your chapter chatter. 
Being a lady proper, she tops the DKG roster. 
A Society promoter, a sister supporter, 
A member inviter, a mentor provider. 
On special projects with hearts aflutter 
With only kind words she has to utter. 
A room she may enter as a session presenter. 
At chapter events, sheôs at the center. 
For most conflicts, sheôs a preventer. 
She follows rules to the letter 
And that makes chapter things better. 
To her song and laughter, we muster 
And we know that we can trust her. 
Of high character, an extraordinary leader, 
Though being a teacher is her best feature. 
Is she one who will come from your chapter 
And who will be honored thereafter? 
Who will she be, this Achievement Awardee? 
 

Achievement Awards were presented to two most deserving members of MSO.   

We are very proud of Dr. Rosemary Woullard and Stephanie Jones.  

Dr. Rosemary Woullard is a member of Alpha Gamma Chapter.  She has served her chapter as President and 
has served on various chapter committees for thirty-two years.  Rosemary was honored as Woman of Dis-
tinction for her chapter.  She is a graduate of the 1997 MSO (Zeta State) Leadership Management Seminar 
and continued her outstanding service on state Nomination and Music Committees and as Assistant Southern 
District Director.  Rosemary has received DKG state and international scholarships which assisted her in 
completion of her Ph.D. Having the voice of an angel, she has participated in state and international choirs.  
Rosemary continues to share her talents with all of us in Delta Kappa Gamma. 

 

Stephanie Jones is a member of Alpha Lambda Chapter and has been a member of DKG for seventeen years.  
She has served her chapter as President for three different biennia, chapter Corresponding Secretary, and 
Yearbook Editor as well as chair of various chapter committees.    

In addition, Stephanie was honored as Woman of Distinction.  A graduate of the 2009 MSO (Zeta State) 
Leadership Management Seminar, she has served as Recording Secretary twice, Southern District Director, 
and served as a member of the state Membership Committee.  Stephanie was recognized as a Mississippi Star 
of the Southeast Region.  During the recent MSO convention,  Stephanie was elected to serve as the 2023-
2025 First Vice President of the Mississippi State Organization. 

Both recipients have attended numerous regional conferences and international conventions; and they repre-
sent the best of MSO. 

!ÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ !×ÁÒÄÓȣ .ÁÎÃÙ *ÁÙȟ !×ÁÒÄÓ #ÈÁÉÒ 
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On behalf of the Communication and Marketing Committee, I must say that our chapters are rocking the 
digital newsletters! It is so exciting to receive the newsletters and see what is happening inside your chap-
ters! Keep up the excellent work of newsletter production. 

The chapters listed here were awarded the Newsletter Award at the MSO Convention on April 29, 2023. 

 

Northern District 
Eta, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Phi, Alpha Theta, Beta Beta 
 

Central District 
Gamma, Delta, Theta, Xi, Pi, Rho, Tau 
 

Southern District 
Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha Theta, Alpha Lambda, Alpha Upsilon 
 

Each of these chapters received a digital Newsletter Award badge which will be included in their future 

newsletters. 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ !×ÁÒÄÓȣ $ÒȢ "ÅÔÓÙ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȟ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ   

                     ÁÎÄ -ÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ #ÈÁÉÒ 

The Clytee Evans Scholarship was presented to Kelsey Williams at the MSO Birthday Luncheon on Satur-
day, April 29th.  Kelsey was inducted into PI Chapter in May 2019.  She has served on the chapter Finance 
and Professional Affairs Committees and has chaired the SEE Committee.   

Kelsey holds a BS degree in Mathematics and a Masters degree in Educa-
tion Administration.  Kelsey is presently working on a Doctorate Degree in 
Administration.  She will complete her degree in July 2025.   

#ÌÙÔÅÅ %ÖÁÎÓ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ȟ +ÁÒÅÎ &ÁÙÁÒÄȟ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ #ÈÁÉÒ 
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The Woman of Distinction Award provides 
an opportunity for a chapter to honor a 
member that has exhibited an outstanding 
contribution to education, her chapter, and/
or her community.  

Each Woman of Distinction was recog-

nized at the Mississippi State Organization 
Convention and awarded a Woman of Dis-

tinction pin and certificate. Congratulations 

to each Woman of Distinction for her ex-
cellent achievements and talents. 

 

       7ÏÍÁÎ ÏÆ $ÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎÓȢȢȢ  

     3ÙÂÉÌ 7ÉÌÎÅÒȟ %%# 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 'ÒÏ×ÔÈ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 

Northern District 

Chapter Name Recipient Years in DKG 

Eta Sherry Willis 9 

Iota Hilda Gates Clark 20 

Upsilon Debora Wilkinson 18 

Alpha Delta Angie Couch 16 

Alpha Iota Lanell Early 26 

Alpha Phi Laura Byrd 12 

Alpha Psi Dr. Lela Hale 11 

Beta Beta Connie Maxwell 41 

Central District 

Beta Martha Crane 17 

Gamma Mary Lynne 
Taleff 

40 

Delta Sonia Nixon 4 

Theta Polly Ann White 32 

Lambda Betty Martinek 14 

Xi Amanda Hailey 10 

Pi JoAnn Gatewood 43 

Rho Dr. Selma Wells 25 

Tau Dr. Priscilla 
Burks 

9 

Alpha Chi Lindsay Griffin 11 

Southern District 

Zeta Marilyn Lee 31 

Sigma Kathryn Fox-
worth 

48 

Psi Tracy OôFlynn 18 

Omega Donis Smith 47 

Alpha Alpha Patricia Muscio 16 

Alpha Beta Dr. Liesa Weaver 25 

Alpha Gamma Natalie 
Breithaupt 

5 

Alpha Theta Delores Feldman 48 

Alpha Lambda Klancey Hill-
house 

8 

Alpha Rho Dr. Ginnie Curtis 14 

Alpha Upsilon Lady Anne Bruce 24 



PAGE 13                                        DELTA KAPPA GAMMA                        VOLUME 78 ISSUE 6 

The Mary Stuart Harmon Scholarship Board of Trustees would like to announce 
Fonda Dickinson (Pi Chapter) as the scholarship recipient for 2023. Fonda is fin-
ishing her Doctorate from William Carey University. The scholarship itself is 
awarded to a qualified applicant who shows exemplary participation and service 
to the Mississippi State Organization and to Delta Kappa Gamma International as 
a whole.  
 
Congratulations to Fonda Dickinson! 

-ÁÒÙ 3ÔÕÁÒÔ (ÁÒÍÏÎ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ȟ .ÅÅÌÉÅ /×ÅÎȟ  -3(  
     -ÁÒÙ 3ÔÕÁÒÔ (ÁÒÍÏÎ 

Look at all of these  

Chapter Projects!!!  
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Celebrating the Publication of The History of Zeta State 2009-2019  
 

The Mississippi State Organization History Committee would like to express our deepest appreciation and 
gratitude to the 2021-2023 state officers, chapter presidents and individual members who supported our com-
mitteeôs biennium project by purchasing a copy of the latest historical account of our state organization, The 
History of Zeta State 2009-2019. This publication was the result of many hours of personal time and efforts 
made by so many individuals to produce a document that not only provides facts about five past state presi-
dents and their accomplishments, but expressed the love and feeling that went into writing this outstanding 
publication.   
 

Thank you ï Dr. Ginnie Curtis, Alpha Rho; Eva Guice, Rho; Jo Ann Gatewood, Pi; Dr. Lauren Musto, Pi; 
Deborah Cain, Rho and Kay Collins, Eta (Consultant), these individuals served as  members of the history 
committee and to the five extraordinary past state presidents who inspired, mentored and lead our state dur-
ing the past decade with such grace and dignity: Cynthia Colburn Steen, 2009-2011 (Eta), Karen Fayard, 
2011-2013 (Alpha Upsilon); Nancy Jay, 2013-2015 (Alpha Theta); Tracey Crawford 2015-2017 (Alpha 
Chi); and Linda Hollingsworth, 2017-2019 (Pi).  Others who gave their time, expertise and were very patient 
are:  Janice Garrett, 2021-2023 MSO President; Linda Lightsey, MSO Executive Secretary; Toni Cook, 
MSO Webmaster; Dr. Hilda White, Pi; Debra Anderson, Eta; Stephanie Jones, Alpha Lambda; and Beverly 
McWilliams, Pi. We could not have completed this project without the support and guidance of these indi-
viduals.   
 
The History of Zeta State 2009-2019 was lovingly dedicated to Sarah Smith (Alpha Delta) and the late Doro-
thy ñDotò Rieves (Eta) for their commitment to our Society and the many years of service as our Zeta State 
Treasurer and Executive State Secretary. These two ladies were and continue to be shining examples of what 
each of us should exemplify as a woman educator and also a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society Inter-
national. Sarah and Miss Dot (posthumously), as well as the five past presidents highlighted in the new pub-
lication, were honored during the Celebration Luncheon and received a personal copy of the new publication 
and a beautiful red rose    
 

Prior to the Presidentôs Banquet, an Autograph Party was held to provide the past presidents an opportunity 
to ñCelebrateò and sign their photographs in the new publication. Also, there were red and gold balloons 
floating in the breeze, lots of decadent chocolate to eat, and presidential writing pens for the five past presi-
dents to sign memberôs copies of the new publication. It was an occasion to NOT be forgotten! Celebrating 
The History of Zeta State 2009-2019!  

(ÉÓÔÏÒÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ φτφυ-φχȣ #ÈÒÉÓ 7ÁÌÌȟ #ÈÁÉÒ 
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MSO Convention Sponsorship Journey Continues.... 

Linda Hollingsworth 
MSO Convention Sponsorships Coordinator 

Our Convention Sponsors have helped to offset expenses for all of us who attend state conventions since 
2019....their generosity to teachers reveals their support of ñwho we are and what we doò across our state! 

The 2023 MSO Convention Sponsors were no exception as they graciously donated $13,000 to help with all 
expenses for our convention... which were not passed on to our attending members! 

Our sponsors were all recognized at the Celebration Luncheon on Saturday, April 29, at our Convention!  It 
was such an honor to recognize all 27 of our sponsors and to have 15 in attendance at the Luncheon!  Spon-
sors were recognized from the podium and given a beautiful marble apple with brass stem and leaf and a 
framed certificate of their donation. 

Thank you to all of our sponsors: 

Shelleyôs Electrical; Soccer Shots of Jackson; Apple Tree Tutors Mississippi; The Kirkland Group; Cooperôs 
Country Meats; Cliburn Tank Lines; Magnolia Lighting; Zander Ellis Apparel Co; Revive Skin Spa; The Mo-
saic Shop; Southern Farm Bureau; Savvy Gourmand; Jackson State University; William Carey University; 
Blue Mountain Christian University; Mississippi State University; University of Mississippi; University of 
Southern Mississippi; Renasant Bank; Cadence Bank; Priority One Bank; Bank Plus; Citizens National 
Bank; Janice Kelso Garrett; Stephen & Debby Renfroe; Linda Hollingsworth. 

All members at the Luncheon were given a bag that was filled with a Sponsor Program, sponsor informational 
flyers, brochures, and others useful sponsor items. It is my hope that you will look though your bag and sup-
port these business and schools. 

In 2025, it is my hope that ALL of our chapters in Mississippi will secure at least 1 business or school to be a 
sponsor.  I am proud of the following chapters who did secure businesses or schools for this convention:  Eta, 
Alpha Delta, Gamma, Alpha Beta, and Pi.  

Please start planning and looking NOW for that special group that can be your Chapter Sponsor! 

-3/ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓȣ     
       ,ÉÎÄÁ (ÏÌÌÉÎÇÓ×ÏÒÔÈȟ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 



 

Chapter Recognition Awardees  
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