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“Persistence with Purpose: Purposeful, Expanding,  

Nurturing, Networking, Playing” 

The 2023-2025 Biennium is at the ending.. Two years is over, just like that! In two years, our world has completely changed. We’ve 

experienced births and, sadly, deaths. Some of us have survived natural disasters and major illnesses. We’ve observed many unusual 

weather events around our state, country, and our world! Now, here we are, arriving at the end of another MSO biennium, 2023-

2025. 

My opportunity to serve as your state president is done. It has certainly been my honor and privilege to do this job! Make no mis-

take, it is a full-time responsibility. My life these past two years has completely revolved around MSO, DKG first, everything else 

after. You, our wonderful and faithful members, deserve nothing less. 

During this time, I’ve celebrated with many of you during special events and grieved with those of you who have suffered loss. I’ve 

seen chapters grow and serve and experienced the traumatic loss of three of our chapters. I was excited to attend our District Meet-

ings and State Convention as well as conduct two Executive Board meetings. We also held electronic votes as an Executive Board 

on matters that required immediate attention. I traveled to the outstanding International Conference in Phoenix, Arizona and experi-
enced 122 degrees! I was at last year’s International Conference in National Harbor, DC/Maryland/Virginia (really, the three states 

merge at this point!) where we had wonderful workshops and interesting business sessions. I voted based on what you sent to me 

regarding the previously published officer nominees and Constitutional changes. 

Many changes have occurred at our International Level of Delta Kappa Gamma and have passed down to us as a state organization. 

Some we agree with wholeheartedly and some we do not. In any global organization, matters will always be this way. Thank you to 

our members who, whether agreeing or disagreeing, recognize the importance of our work here, in Mississippi, and continue to work 

and serve for our women educators. It was evident by the attendance and participation at our convention how many of you are ac-

tively involved. Thank you for the notes from those unable to attend but wanted to be present. You were missed!  

Changes were also made in our state bylaws during our 2025 convention. You can soon see these in our Bylaws on our state website. 

Many of these were to keep us in compliance with the current international constitution. However, following next year’s Internation-

al Convention (June 30 – July 4, 2026, in Aurora, Colorado at Gaylord Rockies) there will again be in depth changes to our govern-

ing documents at all levels of the society. Our leaders will be keeping us informed! 

PERSISTENCE  “Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccess-

ful people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated fail-

ures. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.” Calvin Coolidge 

As I said at the start of the biennium, this isn’t “mine,” it is ours. There are so many individual members, officers, committee chairs, 

and others to thank. Any success experienced is only because I’ve enjoyed the support of these people. Thank you all for everything 

you have done to encourage and uplift me, and support MSO, DKG, during this biennium. I will give special recognition to our out-

standing, one-of-a-kind, most knowledgeable Executive Secretary, Linda Lightsey. None of us can do our work to the best of our 

ability without the help of Linda, aka “ll!” She is amazing and deserves all the accolades! 

Finally, thank you for this opportunity, this trust, this serious responsibility to serve you as your state president for the past two 

years. I have taken it most seriously even as I’ve worked to emphasize “to unite women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual 

fellowship” and bring fun, lighthearted experiences when appropriate. As I leave this office, I do not leave MSO. I’m happy to visit 

chapters when invited, serve in helping chapters, committees, and individuals as called on, and continue to hear from those who wish 

to share their successes or challenges. Remember, “We are all volunteers, and we all need grace.”  Much love to all of you from me 

~  

Now, on to a new Beginning!   Debby 

All Beginnings have endings … Debby Renfroe, MSO President  
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Shake, Rattle, and Roll Convention 

Tupelo, Mississippi came alive in April when the Mississippi State Organization of Delta Kappa Gamma held 

its 2025 state convention at the Cadence Bank Conference Center. The Hilton Garden Inn served as our host 

hotel, offering comfortable accommodations with convenient access to the conference venue. The conference 

center proved to be the perfect setting, providing excellent meals and outstanding service throughout the 

event. 

Members from across the state gathered to build and renew friendships, restore their spirits through fun art 

activities, relieve stress, and enrich their knowledge in areas such as artificial intelligence and leadership. The 

“Shake, Rattle, and Roll” theme set the tone for a lively and engaging convention. 

The event kicked off with a warm welcome from Dr. Randy McCoy, who shared fascinating insights about 

Tupelo and its most famous son, Elvis Presley. His presentation perfectly set the stage for a weekend of     

music, art, and inspiration. 

Breakout sessions offered a diverse array of topics and activities, making it hard to choose which one to     

attend. Each session provided unique opportunities for professional growth and personal enrichment. 

We were especially delighted to welcome our international guest, Nancy Davis, who charmed everyone with 

her Southern hospitality. Her delightful singing and informative presentations about the international organi-

zation added a special touch to our convention. 

The 2025 state convention was truly a memorable experience that celebrated sisterhood, learning, and fun. As 

members returned to their chapters, they carried with them not only new knowledge and creative ideas, but 

also a renewed sense of purpose and connection. The Mississippi State Organization looks forward to      

building on this momentum and continuing to inspire one another as we move ahead together. 

MSO 2025 State Convention … Polly Ann White, Convention Chair  

MSO Convention Sponsorship Journey Continues…     
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The recipient of the Amanda Lowther Scholarship in the amount of $2,000 has been 

awarded to Kelsey Williams. Kelsey is a member of Pi Chapter in the Central     

District. She is an assistant principal at Florence Middle School in Rankin County 

School District. Kelsey is pursuing her Doctorate degree in Educational               

Administration from the University of Southern Mississippi.  

Celebrating Purpose & Fellowship… Theta & Rho Joint Meeting 

 

The Rho and Theta Chapters of Delta Kappa Gamma held a joint meeting at Broma’s Deli in 

Brookhaven, Mississippi, bringing members together for an afternoon of fellowship and          

inspiration. The welcoming atmosphere of the local deli provided a comfortable space for    

meaningful conversation and connection  among educators from both chapters. Mississippi State 

Organization President Debby Renfroe joined the meeting as a special guest and speaker. Her 

message centered on discovering purpose both inside and outside the Delta Kappa Gamma     

Society. She encouraged members to reflect on how their work as educators and leaders aligns 

with their personal and  professional values, leaving attendees feeling motivated and affirmed. 

Theta Chapter announced their Grant-in-Aid recipient, celebrating a future educator committed 

to excellence and service. The chapter also presented their new mini grant, which supports     

current Theta members by funding classroom needs that enhance learning. This year’s recipient 

will use the grant to purchase headphones, allowing students to engage in more focused,         

individualized instruction. 

 

The meeting beautifully fulfilled Delta Kappa Gamma’s purpose of fellowship. Members        

enjoyed time together, shared ideas, and strengthened bonds across chapters. The event served as 

a reminder of the power of community and the shared mission that unites all members of Delta 

Kappa Gamma. 

Upcoming Dates:        June 17-20, 2025  Leadership Management Seminar  

 June 20, 2025 LMS Alumnae Luncheon 

 June 30, 2025 Deadline for paying dues 

 July 31-August 2, 2025   International Conference                  

     New Orleans, Louisiana    

Amanda Lowther Scholarship... Stacy Boudoin, Chair 
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At the Celebration Luncheon, we celebrated 30 

remarkable Women of Distinction who were  

chosen by their chapters for outstanding     

contributions to education and their communi-

ties. Each honoree was presented with a beauti-

ful pin and certificate. Stephanie 

Jones, EEC  

Chair, stood in for Sybil and honored the     

following recipients from each district:  

Woman of Distinction Recognitions...  

Northern District 

Chapter Name Recipient Years in DKG 

Alpha Carol Damron 22 

Eta Vickie McAnally 8 

Iota Dianne Estes 20 

Upsilon Barbara Guinn 13 

Alpha Delta Nancy Walker 40 

Alpha Iota Gayle Pollard 41 

Alpha Phi Sherry Cook 18 

Alpha Psi Jennifer  Huddleston 16 

Beta Beta Misty Whitehead 9 

Central District 

Beta Mary Lundgren 8 

Gamma Rhonda Denton 26 

Delta Janet Bullock 9 

Theta Debbie Boone 16 

Lambda Ashley Frazier 6 

Xi Carolyn Palmer 54 

Pi Dr. Lavonda White 9 

Rho Ashley Orr Baker 6 

Tau Carolyn Holcomb 17 

Alpha Chi Abigail Myers 3 

Southern District 

Zeta Diane Hayes 23 

Sigma Marsha Moore 1 

Psi Dana Ladner 16 

Omega Katie Rutland 5 

Alpha Alpha Tracey Henderson 4 

Alpha Beta Sue Sorenson 35 

Alpha Gamma Jatassia White 3 

Alpha Theta Mary Emma Lansing 60 

Alpha Lambda Barbara Haygood 35 

Alpha Rho Linda Murray 11 

Alpha Upsilon Dr. Robin Killebrew 14 

The recipient of the Mississippi State            

Organization Grant-in-Aid Award was also  

celebrated during the luncheon. Kaitlyn White, 

an elementary education major at Ole Miss, 

was awarded a $1,000 scholarship for her      

academic pursuits. 

MSO State Grant-in-Aid...  
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Dr. Aleta Sullivan, ad hoc Arts & Humanities Rep, received artistic contributions from talented members 

across the state and compiled an impressive virtual Fine Arts flipbook. Together with Cynthia, Aleta developed 

a survey to identify chapter members interested in showcasing their artistic and musical talent: 

Janis McCoy, Legislative Rep, helped organize the Presidents Procession, ensuring everything flowed seam-

lessly before the banquet. She also created a lovely postcard about legislation for the EEC Information Table.  

Michele Lee designed an eye-catching display board for the EEC table that showcased the initiatives of the 

committee. Janis McCoy, Legislative Rep, helped organize the Presidents Procession, ensuring everything 

flowed seamlessly before the banquet. She also created a lovely postcard about legislation for the EEC         

Information Table. Michele Lee designed an eye-catching display board for the EEC table that showcased the     

initiatives of the committee.. 

Karla Smith, World Fellowship Rep, provided a flyer for the EEC table  about World Fellowship, and also 

served as hostess coordinator, which was a considerable feat with 10 breakout sessions!. 

The EEC had a wonderful convention, and we sincerely hope that everyone 
who attended found it equally enriching! 

Legislative & World Fellowship…  

Music & the Arts... 

Cynthia Steen, Music Rep, captivated us with a choir performance during the Presidents Banquet. Her         

orchestration of musical talent throughout the event—from the EB meeting to various sessions and the       

banquet—added a remarkable vibrancy. The evening concluded with Sherrell Settlemires leading us in The 

Delta Kappa Gamma song, as she played her guitar. Truly a memorable moment! 
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It was a true honor to announce the recipients of the MSO Yearbook Award at our convention! Each     

chapter's yearbook was a reflection of dedication, creativity, and the incredible work being done throughout 

the organization. The yearbook editors should be immensely proud — their efforts beautifully captured the   

accomplishments of their chapters. I thoroughly enjoyed reviewing each submission and was inspired by the 

achievements they shared. 

Congratulations to the following chapters for earning the 2025 MSO Yearbook Award: 

Northern District: Alpha, Eta, Iota, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Phi, Alpha Psi, Beta Beta 

Central District: Beta, Gamma, Delta, Theta, Lambda, Xi, Pi, Rho, Tau 

Southern District: Zeta, Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha Theta, Al-

pha Lambda, Alpha Rho, Alpha Upsilon 

Yearbook Awards… Stephanie Jones, 1st Vice President 

Celebration of Life …  
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During the General Session on Saturday morning, several chapter awards were presented. Cheryl  

recognized chapters for their impressive contributions toward supporting female education majors.          

The recipients of the Grant-in-Aid Award were:  

Northern District: Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Beta Beta  

Central District: Beta, Pi, Rho, Alpha Chi, Theta 

Southern District: Omega, Sigma, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha Upsilon  

**Note – Iota chapter was not recognized during this presentation, but they proudly awarded a  $500  

chapter grant.  

The total amount awarded by chapters for 2024-2025 was $5,750.00. Outstanding!  

 

Cheryl also presented chapter Red Rose Awards, which honored non-member women whose                 

accomplishments have significantly advanced education and elevated women in leadership roles.  

Award recipients included:  

Northern District: Alpha Psi, Beta Beta, Upsilon  

Central District: Delta, Pi, Rho, Tau  

Southern District: Omega, Sigma, Zeta, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha  

Upsilon  

In addition, Michele Lee, Research Rep, stood in for Sybil Wilner, Personal Growth and Services Rep, to  

recognize chapters for their impactful service projects that aligned with the seven purposes of the Society. 

Service Project Awards were given to:  

 

Northern District: Alpha, Eta, Iota, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Phi, Alpha Psi, Beta Beta 

Central District: Beta, Gamma, Delta, Theta, Lambda, Xi, Pi, Rho, Tau, Alpha Chi  

Southern District: Zeta, Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha Theta, Alpha 

Lambda, Alpha Upsilon 

Grant-in-Aid & Red Rose Awards...  

The Educational Excellence Committee really shook, rattled, and rolled at our state convention! We shook 

things up with an energizing pre-convention seminar, rattled through a packed schedule of events, and rolled 

out the red carpet for deserving awards that celebrated excellence in education.  

 

Cheryl Saffle, Professional Affairs Representative, orchestrated a  remarkable pre-convention seminar on    

Friday. Participants thoroughly enjoyed visiting the Elvis Presley Birthplace and Museum, followed by a    

delightful catered lunch and crafting session. After lunch, participants had the option of visiting the Queens 

Reward Meadery or embarking on the Elvis Guitar Trail, leading them to the iconic Tupelo Hardware      

Company and The Caron Gallery. 

EEC at Convention… Stephanie Jones, 1st VP & EEC Chair 
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Service Project Awards...  
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Achievement Awards were presented to two most deserving members of MSO.  

We are very proud of Cheryl Saffle and Tracey Crawford. 

 
Cheryl Saffle was initiated as member of Pi Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma in 1987. She has served as    

chairperson for various committees within her local chapter including Scholarship, Legislative, and          

Professional Growth and Services. Cheryl has served as Secretary and President of Pi Chapter . She is also a 

graduate of the Leadership Management Class of 2015. She was honored by Pi Chapter as their Woman of 

Distinction in 2017. Cheryl has also been active on the state level for MSO. She has served on Scholarship, 

Communications and Publicity, & EEC. She chaired Communications and Publications and was the         

Professional Affairs Representative  for two biennia. Cheryl has attended educational conferences in         

Savannah GA, Nashville TN, and Austin Texas. Cheryl is a graduate of MSU and earned her BS and       

Master’s degrees in Elementary Education and a Masters of Exceptional Education in areas of EMR, LD, & 

Gifted. She has a Specialist Degree in Early Childhood Education with an emphasis in Reading, Cheryl is 

also  National Board Certified – Early Childhood Generalist, and was honored as Metro Teacher of the Year. 

She has had the opportunity to prepare and present numerous teacher workshops for Mississippi State       

Department of Education, New Summit School, and Delta Kappa Gamma at the State and International     

levels. She has enjoyed being an educator for 48 years. Cheryl has been married to Thomas Owen Saffle, Jr. 

for 53 years.  She is a  proud mom of 3 sons and Nonnie to 7 grandchildren. 

 

Tracey Crawford joined Alpha Chi Chapter in 2003 and has been an active member ever since. She served as 

her chapter newsletter editor for many years. She has also been Vice President and President. She is a     

graduate of our Zeta State Leadership Management Seminar and represented her chapter as Woman of     

Distinction. Tracey has served the MSO on the state level in many ways. She served as Central District     

Assistant Director, Central District Director, First Vice-President, and President. Tracey co-chaired The  

Marketplace for the DKG International Conference in San Antonio. She is currently serving as MSO Zeta 

Data Editor. Tracey is still currently teaching school and just completed her 33rd year! She is the current   

librarian at Mendenhall Elementary School. She is a graduate of USM and received the Kaigler Lamont 

Award from USM. She was also chosen as Teacher of the Year at 

Mendenhall. Tracey has been married to her husband, Randy for 36 

years, and they have two grown daughters, Laurel and Christa. In    

addition, the most perfect fun loving granddaughters Eleanor and 

Laura Leigh. They reside in Magee.  

 

Both recipients have attended and presented at numerous regional   

conferences and international conventions; and they represent the best 

of MSO. 

MSO 2025 Achievement Awards…   
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President– Stephanie Jones   Northern District Director– Shirley Hamilton 

1st Vice President– Polly Ann White  Asst. Northern Director– Debbie Rogers 

2nd Vice President– Lady Ann Bruce Central District Director–Lindsay Griffin 

Recording Secretary– Cindy A. Jones Asst. Central Director– Beth McKay 

      Southern District Director– Christy Sheffield 

      Asst. Southern Director– Karla Smith  

Nominating Committee- Northern District—Janice Garret 

                                        Central District– Cheryl Saffle 

       Southern District– Beverly Hesterman 

The week after the MSO Convention, President Debby Renfroe, Executive Secretary Linda Lightsey and myself 

spent quality time at Bank Plus in Gulfport taking care of our CD’s that had matured. We opened new CD's to  

replace the matured CD's as well as updating the officers whose names are on our accounts. We will be visiting 

BankPlus again in July to reinvest another CD that has matured! This is an ongoing process but the good news is 

the bank notifies us of our Cd's that are maturing. We have ten days from the mature date to reinvest . 

As treasurer I am the one who pays the vouchers that  members have sent our President for approval for            

reimbursement. Just when I think I have completed a voucher, another one comes! 

At the end of July I will be attending SOLT (training for state officers) prior to the DKG Conference in New    

Orleans. I am looking forward to learning more about the duties of my position  as MSO Treasurer! 

Several weeks ago I received word that MSODKG  needed to be registered as a nonprofit organization with the 

office of Mississippi State Secretary Michael Watson. I was quite relieved to complete that process! At this time 

chapters are not required to register. Some days I tell myself "I Got This!" and other days ---Other days  I ask   

myself  "What am  I doing".  MSO Treasurer materials have taken over my dining room table, my ottoman in the  

living room in addition to my office...Day by day it is getting better! 

Incoming MSO 2025-27 Officers 

MSO Treasurer’s Update...Karen Fayard, MSO Treasurer 
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Newsletter Awards… Betsy Sullivan Communications   

                     and Marketing Chair 

Thank you for participating in the auction at the convention!  Committee members and others contributed items 

to make our auction a SUCCESS!  $3,040.00 was collected to help with HQ rent expenses for the next fiscal 

year.  There were two lucky members’ names also drawn where they were reimbursed for their registration at the 

banquet as our way of giving back to the membership.    

We hope that everyone enjoyed the music at the convention. The committee members felt it was time for a     

keyboard and accessories for it be bought so that it could be used for state functions.  We appreciate Cynthia 

Steed researching what equipment would be best for our organization.  In addition, we appreciate the executive 

board voting to approve funds from the Headquarters checking account be used for the purchase.  The equipment 

will be housed at headquarters for state level activities.  

The Headquarters Committee is a vital part of the state level activities.  Committee members not only participate 

in the auction at district and state activities but also transport items used at the meetings, maintain the room,   

provide lunch, and clean after state meetings are finished at headquarters. 

Thank you, ladies, for setting the example as leaders during this biennium.   Members of this committee          

included: Betty Barrett, Nancy Walker, Beth McKay, Stephanie Moore, Kay Collins, Janice Garret, Linda      

Hollingsworth, Lynette Lott, and Debby Renfroe. 

Silent Auction Update… Lynn Holliday,  Headquarters  
                Committee Chair 

 

Changes happened this year in Communication and Marketing. We established Google folders for each chapter. 

We accepted detailed social media posts as communication. We gave each chapter access to their folder so that 

newsletters and social media post screenshots could be directly uploaded to the folder. Having the folder      

eliminated the need of emailing the state officers and committee chairs every newsletter.  

Communication within chapters is not so easy. However, many of your chapter’s Communication and Marketing 

Chairs make it look  easy. So many of our chapters have earned the Newsletter Award. Your newsletters are   

always informative and lively! We enjoy learning more about your chapter through your newsletters. The images 

shared through social media posts are very interesting and fun.  

The chapters listed by district below received the newsletter award and earned a digital badge that may be      

displayed in this year’s newsletters. Most have received multiple digital badges and display them all!  

From the Northern District: Eta, Iota, Upsilon, Alpha Delta, Alpha Iota, Alpha Phi, Beta Beta 

From the Central District:  Beta, Gamma, Delta, Theta, Xi, Pi, Alpha Chi 

From the Southern District: Zeta, Sigma, Psi, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Beta, Alpha Lambda, Alpha Upsilon 

Thank you, again, for the wonderful newsletters and fun social media posts!  

The Communication & Marketing Committee  



11  

PAGE 12                                        DELTA KAPPA GAMMA                        VOLUME 76 ISSUE 7 

MSO Stars Honored… 50 + Years of DKG  

Ernestine Cherry, Zeta, 1974 

Kathryn Foxworth, Sigma,1974 

Nancy B. Galatas, Lambda, 1974 

Charlotte McIntyre, Theta, 1974 

Sue May, Tau, 1974 

Bonnie Peagler, Pi, 1974 

Billie Whitfield, Alpha Delta, 1974 

Sharon Enzor, Alpha Psi, 1975 

Sylvia Gambill, Gamma, 1975 

Becky Rhinehart, Zeta, 1975 

May Schaub, Alpha Alpha, 1975 

Donis Smith, Omega, 1975 

Sarah Smith, Alpha Delta, 1975 

Alice Spencer, Lambda, 1975 

Sandra Waide, Alpha Iota, 1975 

———————————————- 

Ruby Jones, Iota, 1950 

Bess Hollingsworth, Tau, 1956 

Anita (Betty) Hearon, Alpha Beta, 1962 

Claudia Berneice Barham, Alpha Beta, 1962 

Mary Emma Lansing, Alpha Theta, 1964 

Anna Belle Sutton, Omega, 1966 

Dorothy Shanks, Gamma, 1967 

Jean Ricks, Theta, 1967 

Rebecca Grantham, Alpha Alpha, 1967 

Frydis N. Hansbrough, Alpha Chi, 1968 

Laney Wooten, Alpha Iota, 1968 

Dorothy Miley, Tau, 1968 

Jeanette Thrash, Xi, 1968  

Jo-Dell Beckham, Alpha Upsilon, 1969 

Jimmie Dunn, Alpha Delta, 1970 

Carolyn Palmer, Xi, 1970 

Dr. Angela Bedenbaugh,  Alpha Beta, 1970 

Dr. Bitsy Browne Miller, Alpha Gamma, 1971 

Betty Barrett, Beta Alpha, 1971 

Jeannine Eaton, Beta, 1971 

Norma Hammill, Theta, 1971 

Katrina Turk, Alpha Alpha, 1971  

Sandra Reeves, Alpha Alpha, 1972  

Opal Womack, Eta, 1972 

Delores Feldman, Alpha Theta, 1973  

Martha Fisher, Tau, 1973 

Moise Jones, Upsilon, 1973 

Jeannine Stone, Alpha Upsilon, 1973 
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Leadership Management Seminar… Janice Garrett  
    Leadership Development Committee Chair 
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Leadership Management Seminar 2025 

 

The Zeta State (MSO)  Leadership Management Seminar is 

scheduled to take place from June 17-20, 2025, at Eagle Ridge 

Conference Center in Raymond. This seminar is dedicated to 

empowering and enhancing the skills of an outstanding group 

of women educators from across the state. Opportunities are 

provided to share knowledge, develop leadership skills, and 

foster a community of support and innovation. A major focus  

on personal growth and resilience  encourages these women in 

becoming leaders in both their personal and professional lives. 

The MSO Leadership Development Committee is looking for-

ward to being a part of this excellent leadership opportunity  

and to encouraging these women as they move forward in 

MSO and DKG.  

 

 

Mississippi State Organization Past State Presidents 
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If you weren’t able to attend the convention, you might be          

wondering—what do sea turtles have to do with Communication, 

Commitment, and Connection? Let me explain! 

 
First, commitment. When a female sea turtle digs a nest, she has to pull her    

approximately 300-pound body out of the water and up above the beach to dig a 

nest and lay eggs, a process that can take several hours.  

 

That’s an instinctual commitment, but it’s nonetheless extraordinary! In DKG, our dedication to uniting 

women educators worldwide in a genuine spiritual fellowship reflects our unwavering pledge to support one  

another. This deep commitment fuels our efforts to honor those who have made or show potential  

for exceptional service in education, and inspires us to all strive further.  

 

Second, communication. Sea turtles communicate with one another (and other species) through body      

language, touch, and vocalizations. Their survival depends on this communication. In DKG, effective       

dialogue enables us to advance the professional interests of women in education, share vital information 

about societal issues, and endorse legislation that benefits education. Open and honest communication          

ensures that our voices are heard and our actions resonate, fostering a sense of shared purpose.  

 

Finally, connection. Sea turtles and the organisms that comprise a coral reef  are interdependent. A reef   

provides food and shelter for sea turtles, while turtles regulate algae growth, contribute to nutrient cycling, 

and keep sponge populations in balance. Building strong connections among women educators, whether 

through the recognition of achievements, supporting personal growth, or participating in programs of        

action—cultivates a vibrant community. This connection empowers us to initiate meaningful change, support  

innovations, and stimulate the ongoing development of ourselves and others. As we step into the 2025–2027 

biennium, let’s embrace Commitment, Communication, and Connection as guiding principles. I look forward 

to the journey ahead—and to seeing you “Under the C!” 

 

Margie, our mascot for 2025-2027! 

 

The 2025-27 Biennium… Stephanie Jones, MSO 1st VP 
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2023-2025 Mississippi State Officers 

President………………………………………………………………………………...Debby Renfroe 
1st Vice President………………………………………………………………….Stephanie Jones 
2nd Vice President…………………………………………………………………... Karen Rhodes 
Recording Secretary……………………………………………………….Cindy Alsworth Jones 
Treasurer……………………………………………………………………….…………..Lynn Holliday 
Executive Secretary…………………………………………………………………..Linda Lightsey 
Parliamentarian……………………………………………………………………..……….Jean Ricks 
Immediate Past President………………………………………………………….Janice Garrett 
Northern District Director…………………………………………………….Misty Whitehead  
Northern District Assistant Director……………………………………  Shirley Hamilton 
Central District Director………………………………………………….. ...... Polly Ann White 
Central District Assistant  Director………………………………………… Lindsay Griffith 
Southern District Director…………………………………………...………... Lady Ann Bruce 
Southern District Assistant Director……………………….……………. Christy Sheffield 
Mississippi State Web Master………………………………………………….………..Toni Cook 
ZETA DATA Editor………………………….……………………………………….Tracey Crawford 

I was privileged to be in attendance the night that Nancy Jay was awarded the Zeta State Achievement Award. I   

remember vividly her expression of surprise, fulfillment, and joy and thinking to myself, “What an accomplish-

ment”. I never dreamed that one day that I too would receive that  recognition. I am thankful to each of my MSO 

sisters for this recognition. There aren’t enough words to express my gratitude and sincere appreciation to each of 

you. Especially my sisters in Pi Chapter, particularly Lynn Holliday,  Linda Hollingsworth, Dr. Betsy Sullivan, and 

Chris Wall have been my “go-to”, my strength, and my motivators. They have held my hand, laughed and cried with 

me, and encouraged me year after year. My LMS "roomie" Angie Woodcock has been an inspiration and always 

willing to listen and give advice. I grew in understanding at the state level of DKG from the leadership of  Lynn, 

Linda, Chris, Betsy, Nancy, Jean Ricks, Tracey Crawford, Janice Garrett, and Debby Renfroe. I couldn’t have 

served MSO without the continuous support of Toni Cook, Linda Lightsey, and Stephanie Jones. I am humbled and 

so very grateful to be recognized as a recipient of this year’s MSO Achievement Award. My greatest joy is that I 

was able to share this experience and recognition with my “bestie” my “ride or die” my double-trouble” MSO sister, 

Tracey Crawford. That was just the icing on the cake!!—— Cheryl 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Receiving the Zeta State Achievement Award surrounded by a room full of my DKG Sisters was such a fabulous 

surprise!! I do wish my mom would’ve been able to be in attendance, because I give all the credit to her for instilling 

my love and dedication in Delta Kappa Gamma. I remember watching her face as she was announced when she won 

this award– she was totally beside herself. Shocked. The lady beside me said, “I’m crying like she’s my mother.” I 

felt that when Cheryl Saffle’s name was called as the first award recipient!! In fact every year, everyone is so       

deserving. I can now say that I was blindsided, as well. The emotions that I felt were overwhelming when being 

acknowledged. I have been blessed to add my mom’s friends to being my friends. The circle continues to grow. I 

have had so many people that have encouraged my journey in DKG (in my chapter, state, and in other states), and 

unfortunately some have passed away. These ladies were cheerleaders for me, and I want to be cheerleaders/mentors 

to others. I am so thankful and blessed for being chosen for this award. —- Tracey 
Tracey Crawford 
ZETA DATA Editor 
414 1st Ave. N.W. 
Magee, MS 39111 

THANK YOU!! From Cheryl & Tracey 


